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“He Emptied Himself” 


By Kenneth Mackenzie, D.D. 


E BORROWED a stable in which to 
be born ; 
And later confessed that He had no bed. 
He borrowed a basket that bright spring 
morn ; 
Sent the people away, their hunger full fed. 


He borrowed a boat from which to preach 
His Father’s love to sinful men 

Standing that day on Galilee’s beach, 
Longing to hear His message again. 


He borrowed an ass, on which tg ride 
With royal blessings from on high ; 

To hear the proud city His name deride — 
Scornfully bidding Him pass by. 


He borrowed a room in which to meet 
His friends, the sacred feast to keep, of old. 
But the towel to dry His disciple’s feet 
Was not His; nor the holy table His to hold. 


He borrowed a cross on which to die — 
A ransom from sin — a life laid down. 

He borrowed a tomb in which to lie. 
Yet, the great universe was His own. 


ve 


Praying for the Unsaved 

Our Lord made some strange state- 
ments. That is, they seem strange to 
our limited or mistaken human wisdom. 
One of these was in his prayer to his 
heavenly Father the night before his 
crucifixion: “I pray not for the world” 
(John 17:9). Why should he have said 
this? Dr. Kenneth Mackenzie believes 
it is connected with our Lord’s state- 
ment earlier in that prayer, “I have fin- 
ished the work which thou gavest me to 
do,” referring to the close of his pro- 
phetical office, and believes that “the 


ministry of intercession [for a lost 
world} is at this juncture passed over 
to his own. ~He will intercede for them 
[the disciples and all believers], while 
they take the burden of a lost world upon 
their hearts. A truly urgent missionary 
commission.” It is those who have been 
saved, because they have “come unto 
God by him,” for whom Christ “ever 
liveth’ to make intercession” (Heb. 7: 
25). And what a challenging and sober- 
ing thought, that the Lord is now look- 
ing to all true Christians to accept the 
heavy responsibility of prayer for the 
unsaved, while He Himself intercedes 
for the saved that they may be faithful. 


x 


Awakenings Among the Jews 
Are the Jews really showing in- 
creased interest in the Gospel? Their 
acute suffering in the last few years 
has forced them to realize their own 
helplessness and the uncertainty of 
worldly possessions, and many are turn- 
ing with more sympathy toward Jesus 
of Nazareth and the New Testament. 
George T. B. Davis, who is conducting 
a campaign to supply Testaments to 


Are My Boys Sissieserccstioxat tspsay 


An editorial by a Christian Mother 


"VE come to the conclusion that our 

boys must be sissies, — all six of them, 

— because we do not have any 
trouble with them at all! 

They were taught to obey early, with 
the aid of whatever means it took, so 
that it came easy all the way up. The 
Bible was their daily food as much as 
bread and butter; consequently, any 
doubts they may have encountered in 
adolescent years are settled now for 
good by the Word of God, which their 
more adult minds have found sufficient 
in every test. 

All six are so busy in the life of their 
church, which happens to be Presbyte- 
rian, that they have no time for ques- 
tionable activities outside. At home, 
they study and play together with lively 
enjoyment. Several of them cook like 
professionals; all help with the house- 
work if necessary, waiting on me as 
a matter of course, because I am frail 
and often ill. 

It- has never been necessary to force 
them to all this desirable development, 
any more than it is to pry open the 
petals of a rose that is planted in fertile 


Jews in America, Europe, and Palestine, 
writes of his work among Jews in Flor- 
ida early this year: “Mrs. Davis and I 
have recently been giving Palestine lec- 
tures in Florida. In one city the rabbi 
invited me to show the pictures of Pales- 
tine in the synagogue, and he was the 
first to request a copy of the Prophecy 
New Testament. In Miami Beach, which 
teems with Jewish people during the 
winter season, we gave three lectures 
on Palestine. About 900 Jews attended 
the meetings and, to our amazement and 
delight, some 500 Jews — over fifty per 
cent of those present — requested copies 
of the once-despised New Testament. 
Reports from abroad indicate the same 
unprecedented interest in the Word of 
God and the Gospel. In Shanghai six 
Jewish refugees accepted Christ at one 
service. In the Argentine crowds of 
Jews listen to the Gospel, and not a 
few are openly confessing their faith 
in Jesus as their Saviour and Messiah.” 
This is encouraging news. Like a ray 
of light in an angry sky at dawn, it a 
be one more heraldyq ; “eo 

Sun of Righteousness 
Davis himself otten § 
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soil and subjected to sunshine and rain. 

They are unmarried as yet, enjoying 
the companionship of girls, any ‘one of 
whom I could love as a daughter-in-law. 
The boys like to bring theit girls home 
occasionally, for an evening’of fun; table 
tennis, anagrams, a good sing around 
the piano. And what sissies they must 
be, always to choose such lovely girls to 
go with! 

As though they concerned ‘qpeaturés 
entirely out of my ken, I fead articles 
and articles‘ of wails from mothers of 
girls, advice on the correct technique in 
curbing their boy friends’ baser instincts. 
Something must be wrong with my lads, 
because any girl is as safe with any one 
of them as with her own father. God 
has had a long chance at curbing their 
baser instincts before temptations arose. 
They do not drink or smoke, so their 
wills and bodies are not harmfully habit- 
bound. Their minds are clean. 

Or am I just blind, as parents are apt 
to be to the faults of their own off- 
spring? It really isn’t likely, in this 


case! There are so many of them, and 
they are so well known because of it, 
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that they never could get away with 
anything. Not that they ever tattle. 
They are loyal to each other. But with- 
out trying, I seem to become possessed 
of so many bits of information, from so 
many sources, that it is not difficult to 
arrive at a pretty clear idea of what 
they are up to, especially since they are 
almost as frank and naive as when they 
were babies. 

For an early example, the two- and 
three-year-olds were chatting in their 
cribs one evening when the older called 
to me, “Mama, did you tell me that if 
I did something bad and was really 
sorry, Jesus would forgive me?” 

“Yes, that’s right,” I called back from 
the next room. 

Then I heard him say gravely to his 
mischievous little pal, “And you’d bet- 
ter, too!” 

They both climbed out of bed, knelt 
down, and asked Jesus to forgive them, 
and I’ve never known to this day what 
they did. 

Some years later, the morning after 
our darling baby boy was buried, I over- 
heard a neighbor lad, with the crudeness 
of childhood, ask our six-year-old, “The 
baby’s dead, isn’t he?” 

With my heart in my throat, I awaited 
the answer, which was long in coming, 
but quietly emphatic at last. 

“ Dead’ doesn’t mean anything. He’s 
gone to live with Jesus.” 

One of the boys considers himself 
the black sheep of the crowd, because 
it has always been so much harder for 
him to conform. I'll never forget a lit- 
tle talk we had when he was nine, after 
some unusually serious outbreak. 

“Son, you know if you are a Christian, 
you cah ask Jesus to help you be good, 
don’t you?” 

“Yes’m, I know it,” hopelessly. “T can’t 
be one. I’m a bad boy.” 

“But,” I replied, “didn’t you know that 
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Jesus came especially to save bad boys 
and not good ones?” 

He looked up quickly. 
know that.” 

“‘T came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance,’ Jesus said,” I 
went on earnestly. -“He loves bad boys. 
All you have to do is to believe in him 
and love him back.” 

“Do you mean that I could be saved?” 
inquired my young scapegrace so incred- 
ulously that,I felt a deep regret that 
I had not made it plainer to him 
before. 

“It means that you can be saved much 
easier than boys who think they are 
good enough already and do not need 
Jesus,” I answered as simply as I could. 

I'll never forget the sudden light in 
his grubby little face. 

The boys are tall and strong— they 
don’t look like sissies! They love sports 
and all clean fun: they are good students 
with inquiring minds; some really deep 
like their dad’s, some just interested like 
mine. They are junior deacons, teachers 
of classes in a little mission for colored 
children that the young people founded, 
officers in various departments of the 
Sunday school. They work their way 
through college, stopping when necessary 
to earn more cash, helping each other. 

The oldest is in seminary preparing 
to be a missionary. He isn’t interested 
in fame as a preacher — only in getting 
the Good News to the most unreached 
corner of the globe. He didn’t know, 
until he had decided entirely of his own 
accord that God had called him io that 
work, that he had been dedicated to it 
from birth. 

When he preached his sermon for the 
faculty recently, the speaker before him 
gave him a tribute worth more than all 
the convincing eloquence he could de- 
velop, when he prayed: “Bless him who 
is to follow, because we, his fellow 


“No, I didn’t 





They Don't Look Like Sissies! 


Here are the six boys, with thelr father and mother. Dad doesn't look much older than most 
of his sons, does he? And Mother doesn't look as though she could be easily fooled, even by 
the boys she loves. The boy on the right is now in seminary studying to be a missionary. Except 
for the youngest one on the left, they are all over 6 feet. They are standing in the order of 


their ages. This 


was taken on Mother's Day this year. 
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students, know that he faithfully lives 
among us all that he teaches.” 

It takes a strong man to live a Christ- 
like life in -the distraction and confusion 
of a twentieth century city. There is a 
deep serenity in the hearts of our sons 
that I do not see in the world about us. 
Orson Welles could not scare them. And 
the secret is not that we are ideal par- 
ents by any means; merely that we have 
loved each other and them, and have 
brought them up “in the fear and ad- 
monition of the Lord.” 

But I do admire he-men; so I ask 
you— 

Are my boys sissies? 








Notes on Open Letters 




















A Strange Judgment on David 


I’ve been troubled by a remark made 
by our pastor from the pulpit a few Sun- 
days ago. 


Our pastor claims that he yields to no 
one on his Fundamentalism. He was 
preaching on David, and he said, not only 
once but repeated very emphatically, that 
it would have been far better if David 
had never been born, because of the num- 
ber of people who have become atheists 
because of him. He said that even on 
his death-bed he left a heritage of hatred 
and revenge, quoting 1 Kings 2:5, 6, 9. In 
referring to Psalm 51 he expressed him- 
self as believing that David never had the 
joy of the Lord restored to him. 


To me the statement almost seemed 
blasphemous in the light of “Jesus Christ, 
the Son of David’; also in the light of 
the Psalms which have proved of ines- 
timable blessing to thousands. However, 
our pastor still contends it would have 
been better if David had never been born. 
—A New York State reader. 

This pastor disagrees with God. For 
God saw to it that “his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord . . . was made of the seed of 
David according to the flesh” (Rom. 1: 
3). If the pastor really believes the 
Bible, as Fundamentalists do, he seems 
strangely ignorant of the Bible. God in 
a great many passages in his Word, all the 
way from 1 Samuel to Revelation, makes 
statements about David, and declares his 
opinion and verdict on David’s character 
and life, which express the divine ap- 
proval in a way that is true of few if 
any other men in the history of the 
world. It seems indeed, as this reader 
suggesis, to border on blasphemy to say 
that it would have been better if David 
had never been born — a man whom God 
repeatedly declared to be one of the 
outstanding characters in the human line 
of descent of the Son of God. The New 
Testament itself begins with the words, 
“The book of the generation of Jesus 
Christ, the son of David.” 

Does the pastor who voiced this 
strange judgment on David know per- 
sonally any men or women “who have 
become atheists because of him”? That 
is a fantastic charge, which it would 
probably be impossible ever to prove. 

There is no more “heritage of hatred 
and revenge” in David’s injunction to 
his son Solomon (1 Kings 2:5, 6, 9) to 
obey the law of God in punishing a mur- 
derer than there is in the many other 
instances recorded throughout the Bible 


(Continued on page 379) 
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Stories of actual interviews at summer conferences 
showing what hunger there is in their hearts . 


Young People Want Victory 
By Evelyn M. McClusky 

















ple and make them conquerors. 
But he needs us to point them 
to Christ the Conqueror. 

I never listened to such truly tragic, 

- baffling, devastating experiences as I 
heard from the lips of young people 
last summer. Nor have I ever witnessed 
such superb power of the Lord! Many 
young people were at their “row’s end,” 
but, thank God, many ofrus, as confer- 
ence leaders or as truly born-again 
young people, were there to point them 
to a new path, to THE way, even to Christ 
himself. 

One morning after Bible study two col- 
lege pals came to speak to me. One said: 
“You're right that we’ve tried to com- 
promise and then been surprised that 
we had no power as a Christian. I’ve 
discovered that there is a big difference 
between sliding or battling through the 
hours and in living a really victorious 
Christian life. Mine has been the dem- 
onstration of defeat, and my pal here 
has illustrated victory. We both want 
to talk to you.” 


Excusable Eavesdropping 


At another conference I heard two 
girls in conversation on the porch below 
my room. The soprano asked, “Why did 
you come?” : 

Alto: “Because I wanted to. I’m sick 
of not knowing what to believe. I hope 
T’ll hear a few things to give me a grip 
on life. It all seems to be slipping from 
under us, doesn’t it?” 

Soprano: “Yes, and I’ve tried to kid 
myself long enough. I keep saying to 
myself: ‘You’re getting along as well as 
any one else. Don’t you know ghat you 
accepted the Lord at conference last 
summer! What more could you want?’ 
But I’d like to live more like I should.” 

Alto: “So you’re saved? What does it 
mean to you? I’ve been a church mem- 
ber since I was a kid, but I can’t say 
I’m saved.” 

Soprano: “I—er—er—I Now you 
see how I am! I can’t even tell you 
how to be saved! I’m like the person 
with a paralytic palate they talked about 
at conference here last. year.” 

Alto: “What I want is pleasant dreams 
and a happy face. Last year one of the 
girls in my Sunday school class came 
here. When she came back she was so 
happy that I vowed then that I’d come 
here now. So I came direct from col- 
lege. I’ve heard that Helen’s a flop now. 
Didn’t last or something. I guess its like 
the first warm glow of infatuation or 
love, but even at that I’d like to sample 
some of it. ‘Better to have loved and 
lost, than never to have loved at all,’ 
you know. I’ve lost every deal so far. 
It’s time for me to win something in this 
gamble called life.” 

The deep-voiced girl then sighed 
wearily before she said thoughtfully: 
“College is a carnival, isn’t it? Just a 


G= can take defeated young peo- 


Trained minds are no cure for sore 
hearts. The needs of young people, 
as every parent and teacher knows, 
are far deeper than their need for a 
good education, though that is im- 
portant. Our Christian schools and 
colleges are doing much to meet the 
need for spiritual as well as physical 
and intellectual development, and 
these institutions are being supple- 
mented by the many fine summer 
camps and conferences. The Miracle 
Book Club, of which Mrs. McClusky 
is the International Director, has 
been the means of leading multi- 
tudes of students out of despair into 
the glorious light of the Gospel, and 
the incidents given in this article are 
only a glimpse of what was accom- 
plished last summer. Such experi- 
ences are the best possible prepara- 
tion for the temptations and hard 
work of a school year, and Christians 
should pray that they may be dupli- 
cated in the lives of many more all 
over our land this coming summer. 








bunch of pretenders out for a lark and 
no place to go home. I’m sick of it al- 
ready. I want to feel that my mind is 
parked safely in some quiet, sturdy be- 
lief.” 

Shamelessly I looked down from my 
window to identify the girls. My heart 
went out to them. I glanced at my 
watch. I’d have time to “take my heart” 
down to them before supper. 

“Girls, I overheard your conversation. 
Do you mind if I join you? Victory is 
glorious. Victory IS possible. But, do 
you know, only one Person has ever 
been completely victorious at all times, 
under every circumstance? Can you 
name that One?” 

They stared at me. 


Crown Rights to the Heart’s Throne 


“The only real Victor is Christ,” I said. 
“He has never missed a test. If you 
want safety forever and sweetness for 
today’s trials you must have Christ, the 
Victor, living in you. In no other way 
can you have peace or power. Further- 
more, Christ must have crown rights 
to the throne of your mind and your 
heart. It is foolish to speak of being 
saved unless one has a Saviour. If you 
have a Saviour, isn’t it fair to ask if 
the Saviour has you? If he has you, 
then he can make you more than con- 
queror. He wishes to give you more 
than a mere conquering. He wishes to 
give you the spoils of war, of victory. 
I count the spoils of war to be joy now 
and rewards iater. Have you really con- 
sidered yourself the recipient of God’s 
great and eternal joys?” 

“Say !” exclaimed the alto, “will you 
write that down in my notebook? I’ve 
a feeling that I’ll want to refer to it!” 

‘When I had written I said: “Now let’s 


see how to be sure of having Christ 
to conquer for us and in us. Conquer- 
ing must really be an inside affair — 
a heart affair, and you needn’t have a 
diminishing love of the Lord. His love 
never varies. Really we should love him 
more each day as we grow in a realiza- 
tion of the depth of his love for us. The 
reason we mortals love so poorly is be- 
cause we are not aware of what God has 
done for us, is doing for us, and will 
yet do for us. What has Christ done 
for you?” 

Again they stared at me. I opened my 
Bible and began to point to passages for 
them to read. 

* * ok * * 

Maybe you think my eyes were dry 
when, a few nights later, they stood in 
“Victory Circle” and offered themselves 
in full dedication to go anywhere for 
the Lord. 

One thing which I believe emphat- 
ically is that young people respond to 
and desire a clean-cut distinction be- 
tween the Christian life and the worldly. 
And I am sure that nothing so dwarfs 
a life as to compromise. A compromiser 
has no witness, no ray of light, no vic- 
tory. 


Minimizing Minor Matters 


I find it very foolish to waste time on 
the “thou shalt nots” of minor matters 
of personal opinions. If only Christ is 
enthroned he makes adjustments accord- 
ing to his desires and makes no freaks 
or fanatics. To focus upon Christ is 
the necessary task. It is distracting 
and often placing of barriers to begin 
by fencing a young person with rules of 
living before he has a Life to live. When 
we can cause them to see that it is Christ 
who must do the living, through us, 
then we do not need to run around after 
young people like a nurse-maid after a 
baby. The Holy Spirit will take over 
the task. It is too much for adults, for 
any human being. Galatians 2:20, Phi- 
lippians 1:21, and Romans 8:37 must be 
made vital! 

I’ve gone into detail here because I’ve 
been besieged by those who ask: “What 
do you say? What do you do? Why 
do young people respond to your mes- 
sage? My young people must be differ- 
ent!” Leaders sigh and proceed to tell 
me: “I’ve tried to teach them the Bible. 
I can’t begin with anything else until 
they know how to find the books of 


the Bible. You must not realize how 
ignorant they are! I can’t speak of vic- 
tory until —” 


“Until what?” I ask. As’soon as a 
soul is born again it should proceed to 
be victorious because the new life gives 
the Victor himself. We need to accept 
victories from him as truly as we do 
eternal life. In each case our part is 
to choose, — God’s the power to produce 
and to perform. 

Young people respond to the challenge 
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to shine forth as neon signs presenting 
Christ the Conqueror. For this reason 
Miracle Book Club’s monthly magazine 
has a black background for the white 
letters: The Conqueror. 

Some one sent an Eastern friend a copy 
of The Conqueror; the Easterner gave 
her copy to a twenty-year-old. His in- 
terest was aroused. He secured other 
copies. One given him was January, 
1937, in which our friend Dr. Trumbull 
had a leading article on MBC’s motto, 
Romans 8:37: “Nay, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us.” Another copy was 
May, 1938, where Mr. L. L. Legters wrote 
on the Spirit-filled life; there was also 
a schedule of the conferences where 
MBC’s director would be speaking. 


With the Bible at a Lunch Table 


The young man said to himself, “I 
want to see her!” He had no money for 
a trip. He was a Catholic; his mother 
dead; his father in a neighboring town 
for the sake of a job. The boy was look- 
img for a job, and lived in a rented 
room. He decided to buy a Bible to 
read the eighth of Romans and to find 
Galatians 2:20. He found the risen Sav- 
iour. He found Matthew 23:9; 1 Corinth- 
ians 15; and became absorbed in He- 
brews. For three days he forgot to look 
for a job, then his stomach made it nec- 
essary that he go forth. He took his 
Bible and went to a cafeteria for soup. 
Across the table from him a man said, 
“Is that all a big fellow like you is 
going to eat?” 

“Yes, sir, until I land’a job this after- 
noon.” 

“Is that your Bible?” 

“Yes, sir. Are you familiar with the 
first few verses in Hebrews? Listen to 
this ...” He read softly, with animation. 

When he had paused the man said: 
“Eat your soup. It’s getting cold. I'll 
see you later.” 

Then the man went to the counter, 
had a plate loaded, returned to the boy, 
and said, “You’re hired, and you must 
have this food in you for the afternoon’s 
duties.” 

“What !” 

“You heard me!” laughed the man, 
seating himself opposite again. “I can 
use a fellow like you. Get around that 
food.” 

“Then,” said the young man telling me 
about it, “I was given a job helping the 
shipping clerk. I met a girl there who 
invited me to her young people’s meet- 
ing. Two weeks ago they were discuss- 
ing vacations, and I happened to say 
what I’d rather do: come down here. 
They got up a purse, asked my boss, he 
gave the week off, and here I am! I 
tell you, there isn’t anything God can’t 
do for a fellow right here and now.” 

This young man was the means of 
leading eight to the Lord while he was 
on the conference grounds. Each time 
he’d bring one to me. (He'd said: “I 
want you to check ’em over and see if 
they are ready to stand up under fire 
so they can be more than conquerors. 
I couldn’t have stood the tests that have 
come to me if it hadn’t been that I was 
warned by your paper, The Conqueror.) 

Since he has returned home he has 
won two men for the Lord, and is organ- 
izing a chapter of Miracle Book Club. 
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Pray for all such enthusiastic young 
Christians ! 
* * * * * 


And may I tell you of Milton? Each 
day of the conference, at another place, 
found him more dejected and sullen. On 
the fourth day he was “cutting class.” 
I saw him as I sat out ufder the trees 
studying, and hurried to him as he 
sneaked around the auditorium. “Let’s 
go talk things over, Milton. I see you’re 
miserable.” 

He hung his head. “I’m seventeen,” he 
began, “and I haven’t had a minute of 
peace since I was old enough to worry !” 
I didn’t smile at his fascinating state- 
ment. A_ seventeen-year-old suffers 
acutely, takes life seriously. “Begin at 
the beginning,” I suggested when we 
were seated at a distance from others. 

“Oh, that’d take too long,” said the 
boy. “I’ll tell you the worst. My dad’s 
in the pen — penitentiary.” He hung his 
head. “An’ Mom’s a kad woman. Been 
married five times since Dad was pen- 
ned, and now she takes dope and drinks. 
I ran away from her two weeks ago. I 
slept in a barn, and a woman came and 
caught me because she got up before 
dawn to see if her cow had a calf. She 
took me in, and said I could live with 
her family for two weeks if I’d come to 
this conference. Well, I’ve been here, 
but I can’t stand it, so I’m going. That 
is, I was when you got me. You see, 
I’ve heard all that’s been said, and it’s 
not for me.” 


Too Hard for God? 


“So you think that your case is too 
hard for God, do you?” 

“Sure! How’d you guess it?” He 
lifted his eyes to search my face. 

“Milton,” I said softly, seriously, 
“you’re about to do something worse 
than either your father or mother has 
done. They may not have heard what 
you have heard.” 

He was astonished. “How you mean? 
I’m not running away from no cop. I’m 

“But you’re trying to run away from 
God. The worst sin is unbelief. You 
don’t believe God can forgive your sins 
and make you whole in your heart and 
happy in your life. This week you’ve 
heard how much God loves you. And 
you don’t believe it, even when we have 
told you that he loved you enough to 
jie in your place. God loved you enough 
to set you free; enough to want you to 


-live with him. We’ve read glorious 


words this week telling of God’s power. 
Do you believe that God created this 
world?” 

“Yes, and I think it was pretty much 
a miracle the way Jesus was born. Say, 
that got me, and I believe he rose from 
the dead.” 

“Let’s read some of his wonders.” We 
turned to the healing of the lame, the 
blind, the leprous. On and on we read, 
he and I, and after reading John 1:12 
I asked, “Do you really think your case 
is too hard for the Lord?” Then I pointed 
to Jeremiah 32:27 for him to read. 


Soberly he took the Book and read — 


slowly, then shook his hesd, “No.” As 
he handed me the Book, his sleeve 
caught and turned a section of leaves 
until we saw Mark 9:36 open before us. 
Milton paused to read it because it was 
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uderscored. He read three verses aloud, 
then as his glance fell on the page across 
he saw three words underscored, “Lord, 
I believe.” He pointed to it, and said, 
“So do I believe.” 

“What do you believe?” I asked. 

“I believe that Jesus shed his blood 
for me...” he began. 

“Don’t quote some of the young peo- 


ple you’ve heard, Milton. Let’s have 
something you really mean.” 
“I mean it! Why, I... actually I 


KNOW it is true!” He beamed and 
looked out across the grounds through 
the trees as if seeing into Heaven and 


into his own future, unafraid. “What 
is that we read a while ago? I have 
‘passed from death unto life’! I really 


have! Because God says so, andI... 
why, honestly I believe it!” 


Better Than Human Friendship 


“The verse you quote is John 5:24, 


Milton. Do you own a Bible?” 

“No.” 

“T’ll give you one. And tomorrow we'll 
have another time of reading together.” 

He grinned. “Thank you. I guess 
you’re right. I’ll be here. You’ve been 


sweet to me, do you know it! I wish © 
I could live where you do.” 
“I know something better! Jesus said, 


‘Lo, I am with you alway.’ Jesus died, 
rose, and is ascended ‘to the Father, but 
he said, ‘I will send the Comforter,’ and 
we understand this when we read Gala- 
tians 2:20 and know that Jesus wants 
to live in us and have his Spirit com- 
fort us, guide us, and make us ready to 
see him face to face when he shall come 
for us. He is really coming, Milton. 
Can’t you bravely look forward to it? 
If you will truly believe this, Milton, 
you’ll not be defeated. Remember that 
we are in conflict. Satan hates you. He 
cannot take your eternal life which God 
has given you and you have accepted 
this very day, but Satan will try to make 
you fight him in your own human 
strength of character. Remember it is 
the Person of the Lord Jesus who is the 
Victor. See that he has opportunity to 
use his Sword in the things he has said 
in what we call the Bible. Some peo- 
ple say, ‘Keep your wits keen,’ but I say: 
‘Keep your Sword sharp by whetting it 
against your mind and thoughts, and 
keep it in the scabbard of your heart. 
Then the Holy Spirit can get hold of it 
for victory.” 

Milton looked me straight in the 
eyes, “All you and others have been 
saying this week suddenly takes on 
meaning and sense.” 

ok * * Sd 


This boy was not named Milton. I 
have so named a real boy and a real 
interview because he thought he had 
been ground in the mill of life and had a 
ton of trouble. This private interview 
is one of more than a hundred equally 
vital ones. 

For the entire five months last year 
it was a constant joy to see the faces 
of those who said, “I’ve read your stories 
and lessons in THE SunDAy SCHOOL 
Times,” or, “I’ve been blessed by your 
book.” Then they would specify “Black 
and White,” “Supplied,” “Torch and 
Sword,” or “Darda.” And so many 
thrilled me by expressing interest and 
co-operation in the work of Miracle Book 
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Club and its magazine. This year we 
have more college chapters than ever 
before. One of our college girls wrote 
recently: “Every time I think of God’s 
love and watch-care over us it fills me 
anew with a greater desire to be a real 
firebrand for Christ’s glory.” 

Oh, Sunpay Scuoot Times Family, 
won’t you renew your definite praying 
for young people of high schools and 
colleges? If you wish a prayer folder 
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listing day-by-day emphasis for world- 
wide Miracle Book Club, please write 
to Miracle Book Club, 1423 Bissell Ave- 
nue, Richmond, Calif. 

Remember, the fifteenth of each month 
is MBC prayer day around the world. 
MBC is a faith movement to establish 
and develop faith in young people. “Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.” 

RicHMonpD, CALIF. 
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the International Proletarian Youth 

Movement entered on the path of 
political struggle. . . . The First Inter- 
national Youth Congress met in Stutt- 
gart, 1907, and founded the International 
Union of Socialist Youth Organizations.” 
This is an excerpt from the Executive 
Committee of the Young Communist In- 
ternational, Moscow, 1927. It is now 
more than thirty years since the first 
Congress. 

The International Christian Crusade 
has been asked more than once to give 
information concerning the Youth Con- 
gress movement, now reaching large pro- 
portions.. Perhaps the best way to do 
this would be to give some excerpts from 
“Youth Demands a Peaceful World,” 
which is the official report of the Sec- 
ond World Youth Congress held last 
August at Vassar College. This report 
begins: 

“More than 600 delegates and observers 
representing youth organizations in 54 
countries, and 18 international organiza- 
tions, debated and made plans from Au- 
gust 16-23 at Vassar College. During 
that week Poughkeepsie, N. Y., became 
a center of world attention.e All the 
way round the globe, news wires car- 
ried stories of this Second World Youth 
Congress, where a generation of young 


“Fe WILL soon be twenty years since 


people stood together, convinced that a. 


better and more peaceful world is both 
necessary and possible.” 

The same report tells us that the fol- 
lowing organizations co-operated with 
many others in the Congress: 

Young Men’s Christian Association 
Young ' Women’s Christian Association 
Canadian Girls in Training 


Women’s Missionary Society of 
Church 





Church of Canada 
Student Christian Movement 
National Christian Federation of China 
A casual reading of the booklet led 
us to inquire further concerning these 
matters, partly perhaps because a ques- 
tion mark has been raised in many minds 
regarding the basic structure of the 
Youth Congress. But as we noted the 
outstanding names in the religious world 
given as patrons of the World Youth 
Congress, we felt somewhat diffident, 
and for a time let the matter rest. At 
last increasing pressure from parents, 
teachers, and youth organizations made 





it impossible for sal did Ya MARE 
matter up. I should like to say at the 
outset that it is with a complete and 
sympathetic understanding of the bona 
fide attitude of many who are members 
of this Youth Congress movement that 
I am regretfully compelled to give the 
following information. 

To our dismay we find that the Youth 
Congress is another basically Commu- 
nistic movement, the promoters of which 
have used their “boring-from-within” 


methods to obtain the interest of thou- 


sands of Christian young men and 
women, who quite innocently are join- 
ing hands with those who, at the worst, 
hate our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and at the best, will have nothing to 
do with him. 

I feel that the partial failure to win 
over the masses of youth to Communism 
by blasphemous cartoons and “open 
hate” programs has brought into being 
a far more deadly menace, which work- 
ing “under cover” has undoubtedly 
reached an objective of large propor- 
tions in our loved and honored institu- 
tions. How deadly the work is may be 
gathered from the fact that a deputation 
waited on the Secretary of the Interna- 
tional Christian Crusade from members 
of the Youth Congress, endeavoring to 
point out that it was possible to work 
hand in hand with Communists for a 
common ideal of social reform. 

We might wonder what the following 
statement by Lenin of Russia has to do 
with the Youth Congress: 

“When a country is selected for attack, 
we must first set up before the youth 
of the land a mental barrage which will 
forever prohibit the possibility of that 
youth being moulded into an armed 
force, to oppose our invading armies. 
This can most successfully. be done by 
creating the War Horror thought; and by 
teaching of pacifism, and ‘non-resistance’ 
it will be found that powerful organ- 
izations of non-Communists can be cre- 
ated for this purpose, particularly with 
the aid of liberal-minded ministers, pro- 
fessors, and lecturers.” 

But we see the hand of Communism in 
it when we read that the American 
Youth Congress, in one of its widely 
distributed pamphlets, says: 

“The core of the American Youth Con- 
gress movement is its program. The 
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program calls for the support of strikes 
in industries engaged in the manufacture 
of munitions, for the demilitarization of 
the C. C. C. camps, and the abolition of 
military training in the schools.” 

This program is being carried out at 
such conferences as the Second World 
Youth Congress. The following is an 
extract from “Youth Demands a Peace- 
ful World”: 

“Most widely publicized was the Vas- 
sar Peace Pact,’a concise statement of 
the delegates’ attitudes on the subject 

international conduct. . . . Under- 
ing all the discussions in this Commis- 
nm was the firm resolve that the wars 

Ww waging should be stopped, and the 
determination that by bold and courage- 
ous action all threat of future war should 
be removed. ... In this regard, emphasis 
was laid on democracy as a safeguard of 


pageace. As an ideal it is a great unifying 
a 


ctor, making for solidarity among all 
“people. As a system it places interna- 

tional affairs under the control of the 
people, and provides a guarantee that 
overwhelming opposition may be raised 
to the force of aggression.” 

Lenin said, “Communism will be put 
across, not by Communists, but by non- 
Communist aid societies,” and it is a 
well-known fact that some of the leaders 
in the American Youth Congress are 
among the most skillful radical or revo- 
lutionary propagandists in America. 

The following newspaper clipping 
demonstrates the refusal of the Govern- 
ment of the Union of South Africa to 
have any connection with the Youth 
Congress: 

“Cape Town, Union of South Africa, 
Aug. 2, 1938.—The Government of the 
Union of South Africa today refused to 
issue a passport to to attend a 
World Peace Conference at Vassar Col- 
lege in the United States, on the ground 
‘the Congress is being used as a cloak 
by Youth Communist International, a 
subsidiary of the Communist Interna- 
tional.’ ” 

Thoughtful people will look askance 
at some of the following organizations 
which sent delegates to the Youth Con- 
gress last year from one Republic alone 
in South America: 

Argentine University Federation 

Socialist Party 
" Young Communist Federation of Argen- 
ina . 

Argentine Women’s Peace Federation 

Museo Social Argentina 

Committee against Racism and Anti- 
Semitism . 

Union Civica Radical 

Argentine Fed. of Evangelical Young 
People’s Leagues 


What has been the effect of members 
of some of the above organizations press- 
ing their views on attendant members 
of the following organizations, who were 
also present: 

Young Friends Committee 
Civil Service Clerical Association 


Congregational Union of England and 
Wales 


Y. W. C. A.—Y. M. C. A. 


Fed. of University Women’s Camp for 
School Girls 


National Council of Girls’ Clubs 
Youth Council of Christian Churches 





of 


The following quotation is from 
“Youth Demands a Peaceful World”: 

“We reject completely the theory that 
youth must give unquestioning obedience 
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to the state and its leaders, but we stress 
the fact that democratic youth feels no 
enmity with the youth of totalitarian 
states, and will do all in its power to 
establish friendly contact with them.” 

Is not this disrespect of constituted 
authority? 

It is with regret that we are obliged 
to condemn anything that carries even 
the outward semblance of helping hu- 
manity today; but at the same time I am 
glad to be able to say that a strong con- 
structive program is being launched on 
the basic principles laid down by our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. News 
will gladly be given of a World Mobil- 
ization of Youth for Christ, which is 
being arranged as funds permit, in the 
United States, Canada, and England. 

The International Christian Crusade, 
with headquarters at Room 404, 366 Bay 
Street, Toronto, Can., has representatives 
and correspondents in 390 places, mak- 
ing a world chain of witness, growing 
annually. We believe the instructions of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, carried out liter- 
ally, would solve today’s world chaos, 
and bring ample work and occupation 
to our loved and heroic-minded youth. 
Our world-wide chain consists of links 
among all professions, and the time is 
ripe for a co-ordination of this Chris- 
tian witness. 

Our hearts go out in longing-to Com- 
munists themselves, with many of whom 
we have had a courteous contact, that 
they might drop their bias against “re- 
ligion” and inquire further concerning 
the Christ, who said: “I, if I be lifted 
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up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me”; the One who came “that they 
might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly.” 

With deepest regret that so many peo- 
ple of vision are innocently being drawn 
into subversive activities, we cannot es- 
cape our responsibility when such facts 
as the above are brought to our notice. 

Speaking to a medical man holding 
a responsible position, who is concerned 
with others to help us launch a con- 
structive World Mobilization of Youth 
for Christ in the immediate future, I 
asked his opinion of what we should 
require financially. His reply of “$10,000 
at least” will probably startle readers 
until they put it side by side «vith the 
following excerpt: 

“ ‘Subversive organizations and “red” 
university professors have been getting 
large grants from Foundations . . . con- 
trolling a total of 725 million dollars,’ 
according to information printed on 
Page 5701 of The Congressional Record 
of April 14, 1936, which continues: 

“‘These large grants have been used 
in trying to Communize the universities, 
colleges, and schools of the United States. 
Large sums have been paid to influence 
teachers, preachers, and authors to write 
books of Communistic propaganda, and 
have been paid to newspapers to give 
publicity to Communistic propaganda.’ ” 

Hundreds are praying that those who 
love our Lord and are his stewards will 
enable us to take immediate advantage 
of this crisis and great opportunity. 

TORONTO. 








in the country districts 








Teaching the Bible in New England Schools 


A plan that is reaching hundreds of children 


By Elizabeth M. Evans 
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AR back among the hills of Ver- 
mont, New Hampshire, and Maine 
are hundreds of tiny rural school- 
houses where groups of children, rang- 
ing in number from six to thirty or 
more, are given an education in the old- 
fashioned way by a single teacher. These 
children are transported to their schools, 
largely, by means of ancient Fords or 
other cars, bearing large signs across 
the back saying, “School Bus.” Many 
of the children walk a mile or two to 
the crossroads to be picked up by these 
conveyances, and as soon as school is 
over are again carried to the crossroads 
for the walk home. And that is as near 
civilization as a great many of them 
come from one month’s end to the next. 
Most of these children never have the 
opportunity of attending religious serv- 
ices. In many cases, their parents own 
only an old .horse which must have a 
rest on Sunday after a heavy week of 
work on the farm. More prosperous 
neighbors have a truck, but it seems to 
be as busy on Sunday as any other day, 
or is being overhauled in preparation 
for an-early start to market Monday 
morning. Those who own cars earn 
their living by means of poultry and cat- 
tle, and Sunday is. as busy as any other 
day for them; they feel they cannot spare 


time to take the children to Sunday 
school. In fact, they have kept their 
own noses to the grindstone for so long 
a time without religion entering into 
their lives that they have ceased even 
to think of the awfulness of bringing 
up their children like heathen. Thou- 
sands of these children have never dark- 
ened the doors of a church. A flourish- 
ing Sunday school may be five miles 
from their homes, but they have never 
attended. Prayer in the home is un- 
known to the majority of them, even a 
little prayer lisped at their mother’s 
knee. Most of them have heard the 
Bible read in school and have recited 
the Lord’s Prayer daily, but the same 
few portions have been read monthly 
year after year, without comment, and 
the Lord’s Prayer is simply a piece to 
them. They know nothing of the Lord 
Jesus or of his saving grace. 

Because of this appalling situation, the 
New England Fellowship was stirred to 
action. The way was opened for a 
teacher to go to Vermont a year ago 
last September, to give religious instruc- 
tion to these country school children. 
In a remarkable way, school officials 
co-operated and local ministers gave 
their approval to the plan. These min- 
isters, by the way, are usually pastors 
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of all the people in two or three towns. 
In fact, some of them have charge of five 
struggling churches, with more than they 
can do to minister to the needs of their 
regular attendants and church members 
without going to these isolated farm- 
houses to give them the Gospel. It was 
arranged for this teacher to go to each 
of about thirty-two little schoolhouses 
once every two weeks. She is able to 
visit three or four of these schools a 
day, spending an hour in each. The first 
one is visited as soon as school opens, 
and definite spiritual instruction is given. 
Old hymns of the church are being 
learned, interesting new choruses are 
taught, God’s Word is read and ex- 
plained, with helpful charts, object talks, 
pictures, and other aids. Then Sunday 
school papers are passed out which the 
children may take home and are usually 
read by most of the members of the 
family. 

The instruction is non-sectarian but 
strongly evangelical. Attendance is not 
compulsory, but the children love to 
listen. The areas are almost entirely 
populated by our old American stock 


whose forebears have tilled the hills for 


the last two hundred years. They are 
the cream of our early civilization, some 
of them going to seed, others progress- 
ing in material things, but without en- 
lightenment in spiritual matters. The 
children are keenly interested. How 
their faces shine as they see the teacher 
coming in her car, around the bend. 
They run out to meet her, to help bring 
in the hymn books and possibly a fold- 
ing organ. They drink in every word 
that is said; their notebooks are embel- 
lished with attractive picture covers 
made in art class; their teacher encour- 
ages them to study the verses they are 
memorizing; sometimes she reads from 
day to day the portions suggested by our 
worker. 

And so the teacher we have sent to 
those hills goes on to her second school, 
right after recess. She eats her lunch 
at the schoolhouse with the teacher and 
pupils, then hurries on to her third 
school where she is to commence her 
class right after the noon hour. At night 
she is entertained in the homes of these 
farm people. Sometimes it is a fine home 
where she may enjoy the luxury of a 
hot bath! But much more frequently 
it is a little home, heated by a stove or 
two, without any modern conveniences. 
She sits around the kitchen table that 
evening with other members of the fam- 
ily, all using the same kerosene lamp, 
though some have the luxury of electric 
lights now, and radios. Some members 
of the family may be listening to a pro- 
gram, others may be playing cards or 
working on puzzles. But sometime dur- 
ing her visit she has an oportunity to 
speak with them of spiritual things, and 
before she goes to the bed hospitably 
offered, even though in a cold room, she 
has had a chance to tell of the love of 
Christ and of the peace of her own heart 
in believing. 

The next day is a repetition of the 
first, except in a different set of schools 
and a new home. And so she continues 
for two weeks, holding services and: Sun- 
day schools over the week-ends in still 
other places. Her circuit covers approxi- 
mately two hundred miles. And every 
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two weeks she covers the same area, 
throughout the school year, giving the 
Gospel to hundreds who have never at- 
tended church. 

Last spring, the Fellowship started a 
worker doing the same thing in Maine, 
in eight towns. This fall, a third worker 
was sent to another area of Maine. All 
three carry on, no matter how icy or 
muddy: the country roads may be, for 
“the love of Christ constraineth” them. 
All are well trained, both as teachers 
and as Christian workers. Definite re- 
sults are being seen in the lives of chil- 
dren. They visit at least 100 school- 
rooms, touching the lives of teachers as 
well as pupils. They give the Gospel 
message to 1,807 children, at least 1,493 
of whom never attend any church or 
Sunday school of any sort. Besides. this, 
they teach five Sunday schools, at least 
two young people’s services, and speak 
in many church servicés. One of the 
teachers visits all of the schoolhouses 
in six towns where no church services 
are held, éxcept one tiny Sunday school 
run by local people. In these towns she 
goes to twenty-four schools and gives 
the Gospel to over 275 boys and girls 
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utterly unchurched. And this is only 
scratching the surface of the vast rural 
field of northern New England. Twelve 
teachers could be put to work tomorrow 
were funds available. 

It is impossible to expect financial 
assistance from the places where this 
work is done. Indifference or poverty 
makes any effort to raise funds there im- 
practical. The most that can be expected 
is that the workers be entertained in the 
homes of the people. Christians every- 
where must take the need on their hearts 
and provide the funds necessary for the 
expenses of travel and for the small, 
sacrificial salaries of the teachers. Ina 
wonderful way, cars have been provided 
and the work carried on. God’s blessing 
has been manifestly upon this move- 
ment. The prayers of Christian people 
are coveted that lasting, definite results 
may come from this seed sowing in these 
neglected and needy areas. Those who 
are interested in this important work of 
rural evangelism are invited to cor- 
respond with the New England Fellow- 
ship, 5 Park Street, Boston, Mass. 

BostTon. 














A Strange Judgment on David 


Continued from ‘‘ Notes on Open Letters’’ on the second page 














of the keeping of God’s law, “Whoso 
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed” (Gen. 9:6). It would 
be as accurate to say that Peter “left 
a heritage of hatred and revenge” when 
he pronounced the sentence of death on 
Sapphira for having agreed with her 
husband Ananias to lie unto God, and 
Sapphira fell dead (Acts 5:9, 10). 

It is equally strange and unscriptural 
to express the opinion that David, after 
his great sin, “never had the joy of the 
Lord restored to him” for which he 
prayed in his great, broken-hearted, in- 
spired Psalm 51, in which in utter humil- 
ity he confessed his sin, declared his 
complete repentance for it, pleaded with 
God for forgiveness, asked to be washed 
that he should be “whiter than snow,” 
prayed that his forgiveness might be 
accompanied by “joy and gladness,” that 
all his iniquities might be blotted out, 
that a clean heart might be created in 
him, and then pleaded, “Restore unto me 
the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me 
with thy free spirit.” This wonderful 
Psalm has been a comfort and assurance 
to repentant and believing sinners for 
almost 3,000 years. If, after complete 
repentance and full confession, David 
could never again in this life know the 
joy of God’s salvation, what hope would 
there be for any sinning believer who 
repented and confessed to God and 
looked for His forgiveness? A joyless 
forgiveness would be only a travesty on 
the word and a bitter mockery. Thank 
God, when He forgives He forgets! It 
was David who wrote in joy: “He hath 
not dealt with us after our sins; nor 
rewarded us after our iniquities. ... As 
far as the east is from the west, so far 
hath he removed our transgressions from 


us” (Psa. 103:10, 12). And God’s for- 
giveness and joyous restoration are de- 
scribed by other inspired writers. “Thou 
hast in love to my soul delivered it 
from the pit of corruption: for thou hast 
cast all my sins behind thy back” (Isa. 
38:17). “He will turn again, he will 
have compassion upon us; he will sub- 
due our iniquities; and thou wilt cast 
all their sins into the depths of the sea” 
(Mic. 7:19). It is God himself who says: 
“TI, even I, am he that blotteth out thy 
transgressions for mine own sake, and 
will not remember thy sins” (Isa. 43: 
25). Such amazing forgiveness cannot 
fail to flood the forgiven sinner’s heart 
with joy. 

Many years later, “when David was 
old and full of days” and had “made 
Solomon his son king over Israel” (1 
Chron. 23:1), he brought together a great 
assembly of the nation and led them in 
a valedictory prayer (1 Chron. 29:10-19). 
This is one of the greatest prayers of 
the Bible, filled with praise and thanks- 
giving to God weiling up from the heart 
of the aged king, and as we read it we 
realize that it would have been impos- 
sible for this prayer to come from any 
man who lacked the joy of the Lord. 
It begins with the inspired ascription: 
“Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and 
the power, and the glory, and the vic- 
tory, and the majesty: for all that is 
in the heaven and in the earth is thine; 
thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou 
art exalted as head above all.” It was 
a time when king and people were giv- 
ing lavishly of gold and silver and much 
eise for the building of the temple. The 
king recognizes that all that he has, 
every blessing, every honor, every vic- 
tory and achievement, have come by 
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the grace of God, utterly undeserved, 
and he cries out: “Now therefore, our 
God, we thank thee, and praise thy glo- 
rious name. But who am I, and what 
is my peopie, that we should be able to 
offer so willingly after this sort? for all 
things come of thee, and of thine own 
have we given thee.” 

And now note what David said: “I 
know also, my God, that thou triest the 
heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness. 
As for me, in the uprightness of mine 
heart I have willingly offered all these 
things: and now have I seen WITH JOY 
thy people, which are present here, to 
offer willingly unto thee.” 

At the end of the chapter we read that 
David “died in a good old age, full of 
days, riches, and honour.” Yes, God had 
heard David’s prayer of confession and 
repentance as soon as it was offered, and 
had restored unto him the joy of his 
salvation. 

David was God’s own choice as king 
of God’s people. In directing Samuel to 
pass by other, finer looking sons of Jesse, 
God said to the prophet: “For the Lord 
seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh 
on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looketh on the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). 

The Davidic covenant which God made 
with his chosen king was made with no 
other man in all Bible history. It is 
recorded in 2 Samuel 7:8-17. As is 
pointed out in the Scofield Reference 
Bible, it is this covenant “upon which 
the glorious kingdom of Christ ‘of the 
seed of David according to the flesh’ is to 
be founded.” It promised an enduring 
family or posterity to David; it gave him 
a throne, royal authority; it gave him 
a kingdom, a sphere of rule; and it gave 
this in perpetuity, “for ever.” This Da- 
vidic Covenant, renewed to Mary the 
mother of Jesus by the angel Gabriel 
(Luke 1:30-33), is immutable (Psa. 89: 
30-37). Many centuries later God said 
to one of his prophets: “If ye can break 
my covenant of the day, and my cove- 
nant of the night, and that there should 
not be day and night in their season; 
then may also my’ covenant be broken 
with David my servant. ... As the host 
of heaven cannot be numbered, neither 
the sand of the sea measured; so will 
I multiply the seed of David my servant” 
(Jer. 33:20, 22). 

God said to Solomon, David's son, “And 
if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep’ 
my statutes and my commandments, as 
thy father David did walk, then I will 
lengthen thy days” (1 Kings 3:14). 

Of a later king, Jeroboam, whose life 
and reign were dominated by sin, God 
tells us that “his heart was not perfect 
with the Lord his God, as the heart of 
David his father” (1 Kings 15:3). 

This is God’s comment on the life of 
David: “David did that which was right 
in the eyes of the Lord, and turned 
not aside from any thing that he 
commanded him all the days of his life, 
save only in the matter of Uriah the Hit- 
tite” (1 Kings 15:5). 

In one of the great evangelistic mes- 
sages of the Bible, giving us God’s call 
to “every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters, and he that hath no 
money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, 
buy wine and milk without money and 


(Continued on page 391) 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
2 Tim. 1:1-6; Philemon 1-7, 21, 22 


Kinc James VERSION 


2 Tim. 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, 
according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus, 

2 To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and peace, 
from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

3 I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure 
conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in 
my prayers night and day; 

4 Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that 
I may be filled with joy; 

5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in 
thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother 
Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also. 

6 Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the 
gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. 


Philemon 1 Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our 
brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer, 

2 And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, 
and to the church in thy house: 

3 Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

41 thank my God, making mention of thee always in my 
prayers, $ 

5 Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the 
Lord Jesus, and toward all saints; 

6 That the communication of thy faith may become effectual 
by the acknowledging: of every good thing which is in you: in 
Christ Jesus. 

7 For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, because 
the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother. 

21 Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee, know- 
ing that thou wilt also do more than I say. 

22 But withal prepare me also a lodging: for I trust that 
through your prayers I shall be given unto you. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


2 Tim. 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of 
God, according to-the promise of the life which is in Christ Jesus, 
2 to Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, peace, from God 
the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

3 I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers in a pure 
conscience, how unceasing is my remembrance of thee in my 
supplications, night and day 4 longing to see thee, remembering 
thy tears, that I may be filled with ‘joy; 5 having been reminded 
of the unfeigned faith that is in thee; which dwelt first in thy 
grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and, I am persuaded, 
in thee also. 6 For which cause I put thee in remembrance that 
thou *stir up the gift of God, which is in thee through the laying 
on of my hands. 

Philemon 1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy * our 
brother, to Philemon our beloved and fellow-worker, 2 and to 
Apphia ‘our sister, and to Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to 
the church in thy house: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

41 thank my God always, making mention of thee in my 
prayers, 5 hearing of *thy love, and of the faith which thou 
hast towarc the Lord Jesus, and toward all the saints; 6 that 
the fellowship of thy faith may become effectual, in the knowl- 
edge of every good thing which is in *you, unto Christ. 7 For 
I had much joy and comfort in thy love, because the hearts of 
the saints have been refreshed through thee, brother. 

21 Having confidence in thine obedience I write unto thee, 
knowing that thou wilt do even beyond what I say. 22 But 
withal prepare me also a lodging: for I hope that through your 
prayers I shall be granted unto you. 

10Or, joy in being reminded. “Gr., stir into flame. 
the brother. ‘Gr., the sister. ‘Or, 

® Many ancient authorities read us. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


®Gr., 
thy love and faith. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


AUL’S personal letters, addressed to 
P two of his beloved fellow workers 

in the Gospel, Timothy and Titus, 
and to one who was converted through 
his ministry years before, Philemon of 
Colosse, are as truly part of the inspired 
Word of God as any other portion of the 
Scriptures. But inspiration leaves room 
for the writer’s personality to manifest 
itself, and in these intimate epistles 
we get a wonderful view into the very 
depths of the apostle’s heart. It is a 
remarkable thing that so large a part of 
the New Testament is made up of let- 
ters, a form of literature which leaves 
room for the homeliest touches and 
which stands in vivid contrast to heavy 
theological tfeaties. It is as though our 
God and Father would speak to our 
hearts in a tender, familiar manner, cal- 
culated to win our fullest confidence. 


The Historical Setting 


The First Epistle to Timothy and the 
Epistle to Titus were written between 
Paul’s first and second imprisonment, 
somewhere about A. D. 64 or 65. The 
Second Epistle to Timothy was his fare- 
well message, written during his second 
imprisonment, very shortly before his 
martyrdom at Rome in A. D. 66 or 67. 


Verse by Verse 


2 Tim. 1:1—“The promise of life.” He 
refers, as in the letter to Titus (1:2), 
to the life promised by God through 
the seed of the woman, after sin came 
in, but before the redemptive age-times, 
that is, the dispensations, began. 


Verse 2.—“Timothy, my dearly beloved 
son.” Timothy, brought up in a godly 
home, drank in the Gospel message as 
proclaimed by Paul when he first visited 
Lystra and Derbe, and was ever after 
recognized as a convert to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Paul was thus his spiritual 
father. 


Verse 3.—“God, whom I serve from my 
forefathers.” Christianity was a newer 
and fuller revelation, but in ai ac- 
cord with the earlier testimony given 
through Moses and the prophets. With 
“pure conscience” Paul still served the 
God of his fathers, though now a be- 
liever in Christ. 


Verse 4—*“Greatly desiring to see 
thee.” He wrote from a dungeon death 
cell, and longed to see again his com- 
panion in so many varied experiences 
since Timothy was linked up with him 
as a fellow laborer in the Gospel., 


Verse 5.—“Unfeigned faith . . . in thee, 
... first in thy grandmother Lois, and 
thy mother Eunice.” Grace is not in- 
herited. Each one must believe for him- 
self. But a godly ancestry is a wonder- 
ful heritage. The prayers of Lois and 


Eunice had been answered in Timothy’s 
conversion and devotion to Christ. 

Verse 6.—“Stir up the gift of God, 
which is in thee.” It is easy to become 
lethargic. Timothy was undoubtedly a 
very lowly-minded man, and his very 
humility might lead him to keep too 
much in the background. Paul felt the 
necessity of prodding him on to more 
intense activity and earnestness in serv- 
ice. 


Philemon 1—“‘A prisoner of Jesus 
Christ, . . . unto Philemon.” This letter 
was written, in all likelihood, from 
Paul’s hired house in Rome (Acts 28: 
30), where Paul was kept in durance 
for two years while he waited to appear 
before Nero. Philemon was a Colossian 
believer who owed his conversion to 
Paul (see verse 19b). The letter con- 
cerns the return of a runaway slave. 


Verse 2.—“Apphia Archippus.” 
Apphia is a feminine name and refers 
doubtless to Philemon’s wife. Archippus 
was apparently a young preacher, per- 
haps their son. None can speak with 
certainty, though, as to this. 

Verse 3.—“Grace ... and peace.” It is 
the customary apostolic salutation unit- 
ing those of the Gentiles who said 
“Grace” (Charis, or Gracia) and the 
Jews who said “Peace” (Shalom) in or- 
dinary greetings. Both are united in 
Christ. 

Verse 4.—“Making mention of thee al- 
ways in my prayers.” How real was the 
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Lesson for June 18 


interest that the apostle had in this 
friend and convert! He prayed fre- 
quently and regularly for him. 

Verse 5.—“Hearing of thy love and 
faith.” The two went hand in hand. 
Philemon’s genuine Christian character 
was well known. Paul rejoiced in the 
way the others spoke of his friend’s true 
piety. 

Verse 6— “Every good thing.” He 
would see every good impulse come to 
perfection in a practical way. Remem- 
ber he was about to plead for a brotherly 
reception to Onesimus, formerly a thiev- 
ing, runaway slave. 

Verse 7.—“Great joy and consolation in 
thy love.” . Nothing is more precious 
than the manifestation of the Spirit of 
Christ in his people. Philemon’s fine 
gracious spirit had made him a blessing 
to many. Now Paul was about to test 
him further. 

Verse 21.—“Having confidence in thy 
obedience.” Read the omitted verses 
carefully. Note what it was that Paul 
asked of his friend. He did this with 
the full assurance in his own heart that 
he would not be disappointed, but that 
Philemon would go even beyond what 
was requested, in true Christian charity 
and brotherliness. 

Verse 22—“Through your prayers.” 
Paul confidently expected his acquittal, 
and believed he would be free again to 
visit his friends and minister among 
them. He counted on God answering 
the prayers of many on his behalf. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Paul was not a recluse. Though in 
some respects he lived a lonely life for 
the Gospel’s sake (1 Cor. 9:5), forego- 
ing the joy and comfort of wife and 
home that he might be freer to go about 
preaching the Word, yet he was a man 
of deep emotions, and of very sincere 
affection. He valued Christian fellow- 
ship. He rejoiced when those he loved 
in Christ labored with acceptance and 
lived well to the glory of God. He was 
deeply pained when any turned away 
and made shipwreck of thejr disciple- 
ship (2 Tim. 4:10). His personal letters 
show how deep was his interest in others 
and how fervently he loved his converts 
and friends. Read these four epistles 
carefully, with these considerations in 
view and you will see how true they are. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


In First and Second Timothy Paul em- 
phasizes the importance of contending 
earnestly for the truth of God. He fore- 
saw the coming defeetion and apostasy 
and so he warned Timothy to stand 
firmly against all that was opposed to 
the truth. He charged him to preach the 
Word and to seek to build up the people 
of God in the precious things of Christ. 
We need just such ministry today. 

In the letter to Titus it is godliness, 
rather than mere orthodoxy, that is in- 
sisted on: the importance of adorning 
the doctrine of Christ by true piety of 
life. Godliness is profitable for all things, 
in the church (Chap. 1), in the home 
(Chap. 2), and in the world at large 
(Chap. 3). 

In the Epistle to Philemon we have 
what one has called “the finest speci- 
men of early personal Christian corre- 
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The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
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ters. 1 Timothy 1:1-4; 6:11-16; 
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3. July 16.—Rehoboam: A Man Who 

Made a Foolish Choice. 1 Kings 12:1-20. 
4. July 23.—Asa: A Life of Trust. 
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6. August 6.—Elijah: A Life of Courage. 
1 Kings 18:1-46 
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spondence extant.” It illustrates the 
Gospel in a marvelous way. Onesimus 
in his wayward career pictures the 
course of all unsaved people. Repentant 
and truly converted, he goes home to his 
master. The great doctrine of substitu- 
tion is illustrated by Paul’s offer to pay 
his debt. The truth of acceptance is 
suggested when Paul intimates that they 
are to show their regard for him by the 
way they treat Onesimus. It is a de- 
lightful miniature of the evangel. 


Lesson Outlines 
‘TIMOTHY 

His early training (2 Tim. 1:5) 

His stand for Christ (vs. 13, 14) 

His good report by the brethren (Acts 
16:1, 2) 

His entrance into the ministry (Acts 
16:3) 

His ordination (1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6) 

His faithful service (Phil. 2:19-22) 

Paul’s final charge to him (2 Tim. 3: 
14-17) 

THE GOSPEL IN PHILEMON 

“We are all God’s Onesimi” (Luther) 

Onesimus (profitable) (v. 10) 

An unprofitable slave (v. 11) 

A thief (v. 18) 

A runaway (v. 15) 

Returning to his master (v. 12) 

Unable to pay his debt, but Paul be- 
comes his surety (vs. 18, 19) 

To be received as Paul himself (v. 17) 

So the Lord Jesus has become our 
Surety and now we who believe are 
accepted in the Beloved. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have we received the Word as Tim- 
othy did, in order that we may be wise 
unto salvation? 

The example and teaching of Lois and 
Eunice prepared Timothy to receive the 
Gospel at once. Are we so living that 
others are thus being influenced by us? 

Paul’s personal correspondence was the 
outcome of a heart devoted to Christ. 
What of our letters? Do we seek to 
help others to know him better as we 
write? 2 

Notice how solemnly Paul stresses the 
importance of ever keeping a good con- 
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science. Are we constantly on our guard 
lest conscience become defiled? 


Do we feed our souls upon the Holy 
Scriptures that we may grow in grace 
and in knowledge and be a blessing to 
those\with whom we come in contact? 


Bodily exercise, we are told, profiteth 
for a little, but godliness is ever profit- 
able for this life and the next. Are we 
as much concerned about our spiritual 
growth as we are about our proper phys- 
ical well-being? 

When Onesimus was converted to God 
he desired to make all possible restitu- 
tion for the wrongs of the past. Have 
we done this? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Teaching the Bible to a child is like 
putting the kindling and fuel in order 
that when the match is applied there 
may be a good fire. 


Timothy’s mother and grandmother 
started the boy right, and when Paul 
came with the Gospel he was ready to 
receive it at once. 


It means much when young converts 
go on with God, so that older believers 
see in them evidences of divine grace 
working in the soul. 


We are not only called upon to trust 
Christ for our salvation, but we are 
called to share his rejection and to suf- 
fer for his sake. 


Christians were not called upon to free 
their slaves until Christianity had so 
changed men’s thoughts that slavery be 
came abhorrent to them. ; 


In the beginning, Christian masters 
were exhorted to treat their bondserv- 
ants with kindly consideration as real- 
izing that they themselves had a Master 
in Heaven. 

When a sinner comes to Jesus Christ, 
He says, as it were, to the Father, “He 
hath wronged thee and owes thee much, 
but all has been put to my account.” 

When the pardoned sinner is accepted 
by God He receives him as He received 
his own Son when He came back from 
the dead. 

Philemon is a fine example of faith 
working by love, to the glory and praise 
of God. 

CHICAGO. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


Wee was Timothy’s nationality? 
2. Where did he hear the Gospel, and 
how did he respond? é 

3. What led up to his entrance into the 
Christian ministry? 

4. What were some of the ™ outstanding 
characteristics of this young preacher? 


5. Who was Titus, and how did he become 
associated with Paul? 


6. When was the Second Epistle to Timo- 
thy written, and from what place? 


7. What special theme does Paul stress in 
the letters to Timothy? 


8. What is the subject of the Epistle to 
Titus? 


9. Who were Philemon and Onesimus? 


10. What great Gospel truths are illus- 
trated in the letter to Philemon? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 388 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Teeter te SSRs ls pat ot 
r ; one 
each illustration accepted, one two dollars 


the conditions of this department. The full 

of lessons for the year, with this leafiet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stam Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are cons having to be rejected by _ the 
editors, whi might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
es three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
geubmitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
Gimit to six the total for any one lesson. 
Why Continue to Study?—Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a work- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth 
(Golden Text). The true use of study is 
to have the message made real in our own 
lives and to be able to give it out fresh 
to others. Some one asked Dr. Arnold, 
aged English headmaster of the school 
at Rugby, why he continued to study 
fer his pupils, “as though he should not 
have enough to give them.” He replied, 
“It is not because I fear I should not 
have enough to give them; but because I 
prefer that they should be supplied from 
a running stream rather than from a 
stagnant pool.”"—From the. Illustrator. 
Sent by Elsie M. Watkins, Bend, Oreg. 


Ingersoll’s Advice.—Study to shew thy- 
self approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly di- 
viding the word of truth (Golden Text). 
The Rev. H. C. Hovey, D.D., was a _per- 
sonal friend of Colonel Ingersoll’s. Early 
in his ministry he was preaching a 
series of sermons on evolution and such 
themes, and large audiences gathered 
to hear him. Among them was Inger- 
soll, who after one of the sermons took 
the preacher aside and gave him this 
sarcastic but very sensible advice: “Your 
people have built up a system of religion 
with whose foundation stones you are 
fooling. My advice to you is to quit. 
You are hired to preach Christ and him 
crucified; you had better stick to your 
calling.”—From “Best Modern Illustra- 
tions,” by G. B. F. Hallock, D.D. Sent 
by Lucille King, Orrville, Ohio. 


Workmen Needing to be Ashamed.— 
A workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth (Golden Text).. One evening a 
certain group of young people asked 
me to speak to them on church work. 
I called a young lady to the front, and 
asked her to sit down, and then called 
up another young lady to tell her how 
to be saved. It was a heartbreak. Both 
of them had been in the church for I 
don’t know how long. The second girl 
started the conversation: “You’re a 
stranger in our city, aren’t you?” “Yes,” 
her friend replied, “we just moved here 
from Oklahoma.” “Have you ever gone 
to church?” she continued. “No,” was 
the answer. “Then we should like you 
to come to our church. We have a fine 
young people’s group, and we play games 
and sing.” “That is enough, sister,” I 
interrupted at this point, “you may go 
back to your seat.” There wasn’t a drop 
of life in her. I tried out four of these 
young folks, but not one of them had a 
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drop of water to give to this poor sin- 
ner. They talked about their church, 
their society, and their good times, but 
said nothing about the Lord Jesus. Be- 
loved, let us quit playing, and be out- 
and-out for Christ.—From “A Sure Rem- 
edy,” by Dr. Walter L. Wilson. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Canby, Minn. 


Einstein’s New View of the Church.— 
For God hath not given us the spirit 
of fear; but of power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind (2 Tim. 1:7). Being 
a lover of freedom, when the revolution 
came in Germany, I looked to the uni- 
versities to defend it, knowing that they 
had always boasted of their devotion to 
the cause of truth; but no, the universi- 
ties were silenced. Then I looked to the 
great editors of the newspapers whose 
flaming editorials in days gone by hed 
proclaimed their love of freedom; but 
they, like the universities, were silenced 
in a few short weeks. Then I looked to 
the individual writers, who, as literary 
guides in Germany, had written much 
and often concerning the place of free- 
dom in modern life; but they, too, were 
mute. Only the Church stood squarely 
across the path of Hitler’s campaign for 
suppressing truth. I never had any spe- 
cial interest in the Church before but 
now I feel a great affection and admira- 
tion because the Church alone has had 
the courage and persistence to stand for 
intellectual truth and moral freedom. I 
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am forced to confess that what I once 
despised I now praise unreservedly.— 
From Albert Einstein, in Advance. Sent 
by Mrs. W. Rand, Melvin Mills, N. H. 
Prize illustration. 


Beyond Expectation—Knowing that 
thou wilt also do more than I say 
(Philem. 21). It is not Christian to de 
all that is expected of us. Unbelievers 
often do that. Christianity does more 
than that. .A man.in a hospital, just after 
a severe operation, asked his nurse to 
turn his pillow. She at once rearranged 
two pillows, and made him much more 
comfortable. As minute after minute 
and hour after hour dragged on, he 
noticed that whenever he asked his nurse 
for anything, she always did more than 
he asked: did it instantly and cheerily. 
Finally he asked her if she remembered 
what the Lord said about going “the sec- 
ond mile,” and told her how gratefully 
he had noticed that she always went that 
extra mile. And it meant, oh, so much, 
to a weak, suffering patient lying there 
in helplessness! This man had learned 
a new lesson from his nurse; all uncon- 
sciously she was showing him the mean- 
ing of that grace of God that does “ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think.”—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, 
North Tonawanda, N. Y.; Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng.; and M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can. 





in the secret of Thy 
presence from the pride 
of man: Thou shalt keep 
them secretly in a pavil- 
ion from the strife of 
tongues.” 
Psalm 31:20 
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Lesson for June 18 


The Busy Men's Comer 


By William H. Ridgway 


Practical Praying.—Without ceasing I 
have remembrance of thee in my prayers 
night and day (2 Tim. 1:3). Paul, the 
fine Christian gentleman he always was, 
has a nice way of saying things. “I have 
remembrance of thee in my prayers,” has 
sort of a kindly, intimate ring to it. 
How much nicer than the bluff, “Bill, I’m 
a-prayin’ fer ya,” of one of my old rail- 
road friends. Oh, well, the dishes and 
tablecloth have nothing to do with the 
quality of the food, but the eats seem 
to taste better on the crisp white table- 


- cloth and the pretty dishes. Ditto with 


food for the soul. 

Paul is not referring to the hit-and-run 
kind of prayers, put a “without ceasing” 
remembrance. These are the prayers 
which bring results (Galw6: 9). 

I have for years taught a class of men 
who have nothing to sell but their labor 
and skill. I tell them that when they 
are after a job, and they have asked the 
man for it about twenty-five times, the 
employer will say to himself, “I believe 
that bird really wants a job!” And on 
the twenty-sixth time Mr. Boss will say, 
“O. K., be on the job Monday.” 

Yes, I believe that is the way God 
would, have us pray. Indeed, the Holy 
Spirit tells us that very thing repeatedly. 
(Psa. 55:17; Luke 18:7; Rom. 1:9.) 

Years ago when I was being trained 
for this Corner in Bible Conferences (I 
didn’t know it, however) at Eaglesmere, 
and other places, I was an inveterate 
smoker. 
sneak off into the woods or up on the 
roof. I did my smoking right out on the 
porch and in the open, with a clear con- 
science. 

Consequently, all the folks at the Con- 
ference knew Ridgway was a “slave to 
the habit,” and certain were “scandal- 
ized” and threw doubts upon my piety. 

But the railroad bunch, under the lead- 
ership of dear old George Sample and 


Johnny Williams, engineers, got together. 


‘and made me and my smokes a matter 
of prayer. I did not know*’anything 
about it until long afterward. They kept 
it up without ceasing. 

Then one day, without any reason at 
all of which I was conscious I suddenly 
quit. And have stayed quit all these 
“years. 

No, the desire for tobacco was NOT 
taken away from me. I chewed licorice 
root for two years, busy fighting the 
wiles of Lady Nicotine! 


Fried Potatoes.—I put thee in remem- 
brance that thou stir up the gift of God, 
which is in thee (v. 6). Paul is saying 
that to you, gentle reader, and all of 
us as well as to Timothy. And by the 
way, the other day I heard a Bible 
teacher say that when you find a verse in 
the Bible with a big word in it, you are 
likely to find all the other words of one 
syllable. Here is a sample. He referred 
to 2 Corinthians 5:21. A nice study for 
you. We have to hand it to those King 
James translators ! 

No doubt many a splendid gift dies 
‘with its possessor because never stirred 
up: I like this story, which I have told 
‘before, because it was a most humble 


The other smokers used to 
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gift that was stirred up and brought 
great prosperity to its possessor. 

A poor widow, with children, had a 
hard time to get along. She heard of a 
company of New York ladies who helped 
poor women like her. She went to see 
them. 

“We are here to help women help 
themselves,” they told her. “We believe 
every woman has some special gift. Tell 
us yours, and we will be able to help 
you.” 

“Alas,” said the poor widow. “I have 
none. I am just a plain, everyday body.” 

“You sit down and think hard and you 
will discover your gift,” they told her. 

She sat for an hour. Then with a sad 
heart she got up and said to the desk, 
“It’s no use,” and with a beaten and 
discouraged spirit started for the door. 

When she had her hand on the door- 
knob she turned to the ladies and said, 
“I expect you will think I am a trifler, 
but my friends have always said no one 
fried potatoes like me.” 

“Why, that’s just it!” cried the ladies. 
They sent her potatoes, etc., saying, “Fry 
these and bring them to us.” This the 
widow did. The ladies put some of the 
potatoes in bags and sent them to their 
friends with a note saying, “We have a 
poor woman who makes fried potatoes 
like these. We would like your orders 
for them.” 

The potatoes the woman fried were 
what are now known as Saratoga Pota- 
toes.” Her business grew, and she be- 
came prosperous. 

A Saratoga hotel keeper saw the po- 
tatoes. Copied them. Put them on his 
menu. That is how they got the name, 

When the poor widow made them they 
were not a factory product, stale and 
leathery, but crisp and tasty. 


Paul’s Pal—We have great joy and 
consolation in thy love, . .. knowing 
that thou wilt also do more than I say 
(Philem. 7, 21). Paul knew how to write 
a real letter. Some one has said the art 
of letter writing is one of the Wendell 
Phillips “Lost Arts.” Not a bit of it, as 
ong as the Bible continues a “best seller” 
carrying samples of the work of the 
champion letter writer. (2 Tim. 1:9, 10.) 

Here in our lesson today we have 
Paul’s letter to a friend. Sort of a slap- 
you-on-the-back-old-chap kind of letter. 

“I know, Philemon, that Onesimus boy 
of yours was not much good, and by 
rights deserves all that is coming to 
him. But, old fellow, he is not the same 
slave that robbed you and ran away. 
The Lord Jesus Christ found him, and 
he has been born again into a new crea- 
tion.” 

“I know what I am taking about, old 
friend, for I have had him with me under 
my eye.” 

Yes, I think if Philemon were living 
in America today he would likely refer 
to Onesimus as a “pain-in-the-neck.” 

Onesimus was not the last man to 
leave a community a Liability and come 
back an Asset. Whenever we have a 
lesson in Philemon I always ask my 
Iron Rose Class, “Do you think Philemon 
put Onesimus’ shortage to Paul’s account 
as Paul suggested?” 

Well, you may be sure Paul would 
not have such a sort for a friend. You 
would never begin a letter to Tightwad, 
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“Our dearly beloved,” and add, “I thank 
my God, making mention of thee always 
in my prayers.” 

What Philemon said was, “Forget it!” 
when he saw Paul. How would he say 
this in Greek, Dr. Gordon? 

Yes, you’ve guessed it. I believe that 
when Paul and his pal Philemon talked, 
they talked to each other in the ver- 
nacular, “eveh as you and I.” 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we know that very many of our friends are in 
great need in these days. We would be more 
thoughtful for them. Help us to remember 
their needs, and to write to them, as we may 
have opportunity, letters of comfort and en- 
couragement and sound advice. May we be 
kind one to another, tender-hearted, and if 
we have any feeling that we have been in- 
jured by another, may we show the true spirit 
of forgiveness, even as our heavenly Father 
for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ has for- 
given us. May we not hesitate to write warmly 
of others’ personal value in saying what may 
not have seemed to them true of their own 
lives, and thus encourage them to show them- 
selves more fully approved unto God in these 
great principles of daily living. May we not 
be willing to think of prominence as some- 
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thing we must cultivate ourselves, but show 
forth the right spirit toward others, without 
regard to what the world may think of us. 
We ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson—How: many times 
this last week have you and I written a 
personal letter to some one who would 
like very much to hear from us in a time 
of need? The days go by, and the letter 
is not written, and the opportunity is lost 
to say the encouraging, heartening word 
at exactly the right time. A dear man 
of God, who was the editor of one of 
the largest denominational publishing 
houses, and the pastor of a large church 
at the same time, wrote many a book of 
helpful words to other folks. In this 
ministry Dr. J. R. Miller was wonder- 


/ 





EAR 
BE YE TENDenHEarTeD 
WRITE THAT LETTER! 











fully blessed, but there was no one way 
in which he did more than by personal 
letters in the midst of his busy days and 
nights. It was his habit to write at least 
one personal letter every day to some 
one whom he was trying to help, and his 
heart was warm all the while toward 
others in this simple and blessed service. 
One’s heart must be full of love toward 
his fellow man in order to be able to 
do this at his best. Do you not see in 
Paul’s letters that heart-touch, without 
which he never could have been the 
great leader that he was? Take those 
first six verses of his second letter to 
Timothy. How warm, and loving, and 
appreciative they were! I wonder what 
Timothy thought as he read these words, 
and others like them, from his honored 
friend Paul. Read very carefully these 
letters to Timothy, and the one to Phile- 
mon, and ask yourself in what ways you, 
too, could be a blessing to others, who 
are just wondering when a letter will 
come from you. Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


v 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class - 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A Working Capital. 

Discussion: What are some of the factors 
in a fellow’s life which keep him from ef- 
fectively using his “gifts’’ or talents? What 
is the antidote for “negative reasoning’? 

Objective: The Christian’s life of power, 
love, and sanity. 











AY, fellows, we are rich in lesson 
material today, studying Paul’s per- 
sonal letters. In fact, too rich; for I do 
not see how the Lesson Committee could 
expect any thirty-minute Sunday school 
class session to cover both Timothy and 
Philemon with any kind of satisfaction. 
Much as I dislike to leave out his note 
to Philemon with its strikingly beautiful 
example of the spirit of Jesus Christ — 
yet we must on account of the lack of 
space and time choose only one, so I 
am taking Timothy. 
In these opening seven verses of the 
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second letter to Timothy, Paul is remind- 
ing him of his tremendous heritage. Look 
at it a moment. A grandmother and a 
mother with “unfeigned faith.” That 
means a faith that was genuine—a 
righteous faith —a faith like Abel’s and 
Noah’s and Abraham’s—the faith of 
obedience — unquestioning obedience. 
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And that is the highest order of faith. 
It means much to come from stock like 
that. If you have a good mother — one 
who has the unfeigned faith of Lois and 
Eunice, be very grateful to God for it: 
It will mean much to you all your life. 
Not that her faith can save you, but it 
is doing a lot to help you be what you 
ought to be and what you can be by the 
power of Jesus Christ. I am rejoicing 
today in the fact that I had a praying, 
believing, God-obeying, and God-serving 
mother; though she has long since gone 
Home. 

Now Paul challenges Timothy to “stir 
up the gift of God, which is in thee.” 
Whatever that gift is—that gift from 
God —stir it up. Do not let it lie idle. 
Put it to work. Rust can eat away an 
iron bar lying idle. A noted columnist, 
in reply to the question, “What catas- 
trophe in the past quarter century has 
caused the greatest loss to the human 
race?” replied that the greatest loss — 
greater than all other catastrophes com- 
bined —lay in the “buried talents” of 
God’s people; not only in the “one tal- 
ent” but in the two and the five. A vast 
multitude of nominal Christians in dis- 
use are registering zero in the vital serv- 
ice they might have been effectively do- 
ing. This is not taking into account the 
positively bad, who have given them- 
selves over to evil, he said; but the mil- 
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lions of negatively good, respectable citi- 
zens, but of ne force in the Kingdom of 
God. 

Stir up the gift that is in you, fellows. 
Do not be afraid; strike out, counting 
upon Jesus Christ’s promise to stand by. 
Nail Matthew 28:20 to your masthead 
and remember that the Lord Jesus never 
breaks a promise. A speaker in a near- 
by Rotary club this week stated that 
failure was largely the result of fear — 
five fears he named: fear of poverty, of 
criticism, of ill health, of old age, and 
of death. One of the great effects upon 
a truly yielded Christian’s life is the ban- 
ishment of fear. Paul tells Timothy to 
go ahead and stir up that gift, “for God 
hath not given us the spirit of fear; but 
of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind.” 

What a capital to work with! Power! 
Love! A sound mind! Those are the 
gifts of God, along with an “unfeigned 
faith.” Boy! You, fellow, whom Jesus 
Christ has chosen to be a soldier — what 
a life to live! 


New Port RICHEY, FLa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


This is a continuation of last Sunday’s 
lesson,-so we use the envelopes as we did 
for that lesson, giving each child a small 
one with the four names written on it. 
The four envelopes are marked Timothy 
(2), Titus, Philemon. 











AST Sunday we studied Paul’s let- 

ters to the churches, and today we 
have his letters to men — four letters to 
three men. 

The first two are written to Timothy, 
and Paul writes to him as if he had been 
his own son. Timothy was a young man 
whom Paul met on one of his mission- 
ary journeys, and he took him with him 
on some of his trips, and loved him very 
much. 

Timothy was a young preacher, and 
Paul writes to tell him how he should 
preach, and how to run his church, and 
how he should live. Paul warns him of 
troubles he will have and how to meet 
them. 

The next letter is to Titus, who is also 
a young preacher, and he gives him ad- 
vice as to his church and his preaching. 

The last letter is to Philemon, and it 
is different. It is the shortest letter of 
all. Philemon was a wealthy man of 
the city of Colosse, and his slave boy 
had run away from him, and I think he 
had taken some of the master’s money, 
and had gone to Rome to see the great 
city. But somehow he had come to meet 
Paul, who was in prison there. I 
wouldn’t be surprised if he had gotten 
into trouble in the wicked city, as boys 
do, even now, and been arrested, and put 
in prison. At any rate, we know he met 
Paul. 

And everybody who met Paul was told 
about Paul’s Saviour, and so this slave 
boy accepted Christ and became a Chris- 
tian. Then, of course, he had to go back 
to his master, and Paul writes this letter 


_to Philemon, telling him his good-for- 
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nothing slave boy, Onesimus, has be- 
come a Christian, and asking him to 
take him back as if he were Paul him- 
self. Then Paul writes that if Onesimus 
owés Philemon'‘any money, to put it on 
Paul’s account. I know Philemon took 
back his slave, don’t you? 

All these letters to men are in the 
Bible, because in them Paul wrote just 
what God told him to write. And it is 
wonderful that all of Paul’s letters are 
for us, too, as well as for those to whom 
Paul wrote so long ago, for this is why 
they are in our Bible. They tell us how 
to live, how to act in church, what to 
preach and how, and how to meet every- 
thing in church life, how to behave to 
each other, how to act in our homes, — 
everything we need to be real Christians 
and grow in grace. 

Let us learn all the names of these 
letters, and when we are elder we may 
learn many verses from these letters. 
While you are small, you will begin to 
learn some of them, and if you live to 
be very old, you will still be reading 
and learning Paul’s letters. 

Isn’t it wonderful that we have our 
Bible to show us how to live? 


Mopesto, CALIF. 
: ye 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—Lead the girls to consecrate their 
letter writing to the Lord. 


Activity.—Develop an outline similar to 
the following: 


Features of Helpful Personal Letters 
1. A Christian testi- 4. Kindness and 


mony. courtesy. 
2. Personal good _ 5. Items of interest 
wishes. to readers. 


3. Prayerful thank- 
fulness for 
friends. 

Encourage the girls to write cheerful, 

friendly letters during the week. 

Memory Verse.—‘‘Be ye kind one to an- 
other, tenderhearted, forgiving one an- 
other, even as God for Christ’s sake hath 

forgiven you’’ (Eph. 4:32). 


6. A challenge. 


i 











IRLS, have you ever received a let- 
ter that helped you very greatly, or 
that made a difference in your life? Let- 


‘ters reveal much about the writer, and 


today, through Paul’s personal letters, 
we shall see Paul, the considerate, lov- 
ing friend to Timothy, Onesimus, and 
Philemon. 

(Distribute the following questions 
and references. Let the girls read their 
questions and call on others for the Bible 
answer.) 

1. What was Timothy’s home back- 
ground (Acts 16:1, 2; 2 Tim. 1:5.) 2. How 
did Timothy help Paul? (Acts 17:14, 15.) 
3. How did Paul recommend Timothy to 
his friends? (Phil. 2:19, 20; 1 Thess. 3:2.) 
4. Where did Timothy do much of his 
pastoral work? (1 Tim. 1:3.) 5. What 


‘was the relationship between Philemon 


and Onesimus? (Philem. 15, 16.) 6. What 
change had taken place in the life of 
the slave? (Philem. 10; Col. 4:9.) 7. What 
favor did Paul ask of Philemon in be- 
half of Onesimus? (Philem. 17, 18.) 8. 
Name some of the characteristics of 
Philemon (Philem. 5). 
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How did Paul’s personal letters help 
others? How may you acquire the art 
of helpful letter writing? (Refer to “Ac- 
tivity.”) 

1. A personal testimony. Did you ever 
note that each one of Paul’s letters com- 
mences with a personal testimony? Can 
those who read your letters recognize 
that you are a Christian? What are some 
simple methods girls might use to witness 
for Christ through their letters without 
appearing “preachy,” or affected? (1) 
List a Scripture reference that would 
be appropriate for your friend. (2) En- 
close a tract or clipping from your Chris- 
tian papers. (3) Mention something out- 
standing that your Christian companions 
have been doing. What other methods 
can you name? 

During the World War a.beautiful in- 
stance of helpful letter writing was dem- 
onstrated. The girls of a large city high 
school were asked to write cheery, en- 
couraging letters to be put into scrap 
books and sent to soldiers’ camps. When 
the letters had been censored and the 
scrap books prepared, they were put on 
display where girls might read the let- 
ters of one another. Many delightfully 
charming messages were included, but 
one in particular was outstanding. The 
girl who wrote it told, first of all, how 
much the Lord Jesus meant in her own 
life. She, then, told how much Christ 
might mean to the unknown soldier to 
whom she wrote, and step by step she 
explained how that soldier might meet 
her Saviour. 

2. Individual good wishes. It is a heart- 
warming experience to receive a letter 
from a friend and find that you have 
been personally remembered with good 
wishes and friendly comment. Have 
you ever thanked your busy missionary 
friends for the intimate, personal notes 
they have included with their form let- 
ters and reports? Paul personally re- 
membered his friends with kind com- 
ments (1 Tim. 1:2; 6:20; 2 Tim. 1:5; 3: 
15; Philem. 1-3). 

3. Prayerful thankfulness for friends. 
A husband once said to his wife, “I thank 
God for the helpmate he has given me.” 
Have you friends for whom you have 
thanked God? Have you told them so? 
Paul had a long prayer list of people 
who had encouraged him in the faith, 
and of those whose lives had been 
blessed by his ministry. Let us look 
through his prayer list (Rom. 1:8; 1 Cor. 
1:4; 2 Cor. 1:14; Eph. 1:16; Phil. 1:3-5; 
Col. 1:3; 1 Thess. 1:2; 2 Thess. 1:3; 2 Tim. 
1:3; Philem. 4). 

4. Kindness and courtesy. How might 
the advice of our Memory Verse be ap- 
plied to letter writing? Are you always 
careful to remember your Christian 
manners when writing letters?. Notice 
a few examples of Paul’s kindness and 
politeness (2 Tim. 4:13, 21; Titus 3:12, 13; 
Philem. 9, 10, 14). Other examples may 
be found in Romans 16. ; 

5. Items of interest to readers. Have 
you ever received a letter that was filled 
with complaints and unkind gossip? Such 
a letter would neither glorify the Lord nor 
interest the reader. What are some good 
rules to observe in selecting news for 
your letters? (1) Tell unusual incidents 
in a fascinating manner (2 Cor. 12:1-10). 
(2) Include only those incidents which 
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would be of mutual value to yourself 
and the reader (Gal. 2:1-16). (3) Inter- 
pret your news items unselfishly (Phil. 
3:4-14). (4) Strive to write nothing that 
would later’ bring embarrassment to 
yourself or another. 

6. A challenge. What kind of personal 
letters do you like best? No doubt you 
like those that stimulate new ideas, new 
activities, new interests. Can you give 
examples of such letters? A young bride 
inaugurated a recipe and household hints 
exchange among friends with whom she 
corresponded. Another letter writer 
recommended books which would be of 
interest to her various friends. 

Some of the most beautiful and valu- 


,able correspondence has been between 


those who have needed cheer and en- 
couragement and those who have, be- 
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cause of their Christ-centered under- 


standing love, been prepared to help. 
Mother Ruth’s letters to girls were of 
this nature. Another series of choice 
letters from a Sunday school teacher to 
one of “her girls” was included in a 
previous copy of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Tres (Feb. 13, 1937). A most unique 
and challenging letter written by a girl 
to herself was printed in another copy 
of the Trwes (May 14, 1938). 

What are some of the challenges that 
Paul wrote to friends? (1 Tim. 6:12; 2 
Tim. 1:6; 2:15; Philem. 17, 22.) To Paul 
the motio: “To me to live is Christ,” 
was a reality. Read Philemon 17, then 
listen to the Lord Jesus speak through 
John 17:20-22. Consider Philemon 18, 
then reverently and humbly thank God 
for the gracious truth of Isaiah 53:6. 

Next week we shall summarize the 
life of Paul. During your daily devo- 
tional periods read his letter tc the Phi- 
lippians, and experience Romans 8:28. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

b 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 381) 
1. His father was a Greek and his mother 
a Jewess. 


2.In the neighborhood of Lystra when 
Paul first preached there. He believed the 
message at once. 

3. Older brethren were impressed by his 
piety and sincerity and commended him to 
Paul. 

4. Devotedness, unselfishness, and humil- 
ity. 

5. He was a young Greek who was con- 
verted through Paul and later went out with 
him in the work of the Gospel. 

6. It was written from a Roman prison 
very shortly before Paul’s martyrdom. 


7. The importance of sound doctrine. 
8. The necessity of godly living. 


9. Philemon was a well-to-do Christian at 
Colosse and Onesimus was his runaway 
slave. 


10. Substitution and Acceptance. 





[ Children at Home 





A Royal of Swans 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


ENEATH an ice-blue sky we started 
seaward one freezing February day. 
As we passed a great swamp on cur way 
to Maryland, a marsh hawk with a white 
rump-patch was quartering back and 
forth above the tawny waving grass. 
Suddenly he dived out of sight in the 
grass and came back with a muskrat in 
his talons. The rat twisted and turned 
and nipped at the legs of the hawk. who 
suddenly dropped his victim back into 
the grass and flew hurriedly away as if 
he had made a mistake which he hoped 
would not be noticed. 
We met next a flock of red-winged 
blackbirds, most of them males wear- 
ing crimson, gold-bordered epauleties. 


-Among them were a few speckled fe- 


males, although they were not due for 
several weeks. Probably the. ones, we 
saw were devoted wives who came along 
to make sure that their husbands be- 
haved themselves on their Northern 
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junket. Among them were two slim 
birds which we identified by their brown 
heads as the first cowbirds of the year, 
those uncanny birds which, like the Eu- 
ropean cuckoo, deposit their eggs in 
other birds’ nests, and whose offspring 
are always the death of the legitimate 
nestlings. 

At long last we reached Perry Point, 
and there in Chesapeake Bay near to 
shore were a flock of canvasback ducks 
with their high crowns and long, narrow 
bills. Their heads were dark red and 
their backs exactly the color of wet 
canvas. It was unusual to be able to 
see those wild, shy birds so close at hand, 
and we studied their every feather. 

Beyond the ducks at the very end of 
the Point we came upon a “royal” of 
whistling swans. One may speak of a 
flock of pigeons, a gaggle of geese, a 
covey of quail, or a wisp of snipe, but 
only the old English expression “royal” 
rightly describes a gathering of those 
regal birds. 

Out on the gray-blue water were 
nearly three hundred of those sea kings, 


‘crystal-white with black bills and mag- 


nificent up-curved necks. They swam 
back and forth and thrust their long 
necks under water to feed. At times 
one would start to fly and skitter and 
flutter for a long distance across the 
water before rising majestically into the 
air. 

Now and then a newcomer would land 
in the flock like an airplane, with neck 
stretched straight and tipping stiffly back 
as he struck the water. 

As we watched them, two began fight- 
ing, striking out with their wings blows 
which have been known to break a 
man’s leg. 

All the time we watched them they 
kept up a conversation which sounded 
like the baying of a kennel of distant 


. dogs. These were the whistling swans, 


who rank next to the great trumpeter 
swans, the largest of all the birds of 
North America. 

Then, even as we watched those water 
kings, overhead circled that king of the 
air, a bald eagle. On straight, steely 
wings, far different from the up-curved 
wings of the vultures all around him, 
his snowy head and tail were vivid 
against the blue. 

At last we went down to the beach 
and built a fire of driftwood and ate 
our lunch, while across the water came 
still that mysterious murmur of the 
swans talking to each other as if no 
prying humans were anywhere near. 

As we left the Point, near a little 
wharf we caught a glimpse of three 
ducks with a white shoulder patch and 
white markings on their bills and rec- 
ognized them as ringnecks, which are 
usually found farther south. 

On the way home we stopped by the 
sunny side of an osage orange hedge on 
the chance of finding a mockingbird, and 
listened to a company of tree sparrows 
with reddish-brown heads and white 
wing bars sing a gentle, tinkling under- 
toned warbling chorus, “Whee-he-ho-he, 
whee hi-he-hi-he,” the first four notes 
long drawn out, the others tinkling forth 
rapidly. 

The last bird of the day was one 
quite as rare to me as eagles or swans. 
We had stopped to look out again over 






































Lesson for June 18 


the bay, when from a little patch of 
woodland I heard a:strange, nasal-rough 
note, which I had last heard fifteen years 
before in the depths of the great Okefi- 
nokee Swamp in lower Georgia. 

“Red-bellied woodpecker,” I an- 
nounced loudly. 

We focused our glasses on the tree 
whence apparently came the strange 
note, and there sat —a starling. He was 
the occasion of much merriment on the 
part of my friends. One of them, how- 
ever, trusted me sufficiently to cross the 
field and investigate. There in a tree 
beyond the starling sat indeed a red- 
bellied “woodpecker. He was perched 


“on a branch instead of being flattened 


against the trunk like other wood- 
peckers and was a little larger than a 
hairy woodpecker, with a crimson stripe 
from the nape of his neck to the crown 
of his head, while his back was mottled 
black and white; gray in effect. 

“Chu, chu, chu,” he remarked again 
hoarsely as we started for home. 


HAVERFORD, PA. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











June 25. “The Church as a School.” Luke 4: 
14-21. 
Sunday, June 18 


Learning After School Days Are Over 
(Prov. 2:1-9; 3:1-6) 





Mon.—Wisdom and instruction (Prov. 4: 
7-13). 

Tues.—Learning by experience (Eccles. 
2:1-3, 10-13). 

Wed.—Reading for correct interpretation 
(Matt. 12:1-8). 

Thurs.—Learning by obedience (Jer. 42: 
1-6). 

Fri.—Spiritual perseverance (1 Tim. 4:12- 
16). 

Sat.—Learning by practice (Jas. 1:22-25). 











DUCATION is something infinitely 

beyond the storing up of informa- 
tion to be drawn upon until the supply 
is exhausted, in storage battery fashion. 
The real purpose of education is to teach 
us how to study and how to procure in- 
formation and wisdom after our train- 
ing period is over. Therefore, to those 
of us who have graduated from school 
or college, learning, instead of being 
ended, has but begun. Now for the first 
time we are “on our own.” No longer 
will a definite curriculum be prescribed 
for us. It is up to us to choose our own 
and to pursue it. 

All of our life, if we are wise, we 
shall continue to learn, whereyer we 
have opportunity, and it is not unrea- 
sonable to think that in the edns of 
eternity those of us who have accepted 
Christ as our Saviour here and are en- 
joying his gift of eternal life, shall have 
opportunity to delve into those mys- 
teries that do not yield to investigation 
now, and that we shall continue to 
learn throughout the ages to come. 


Few of us who are graduating from 
school at this time need to be reminded 
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of the opportunities for continuing our 
learning along those channels already 
pursued in our education. We have ex- 
perienced some of the help that can 
be obtained from good books. We al- 
ready know the value of lecture courses, 
many of which are available in larger 
towns and cities. In many localities, 
night schools will permit some of us 
to continue training for a time, as will 
also correspondence courses. To those 
of us who can afford it, travel will 
offer excellent additional advantages. 
But there is one special field of learn- 
ing open to all, and in which we must 
not lessen our efforts. On the contrary, 
the days that are ahead, which will 
now be free from classes and examina- 
tions and duties that formerly absorbed 
large portions of our time, should give 
us greater opportunity for learning more 
of God’s Word and of his will. Before 
these days again become crowded with 
new duties and responsibilities, let us 
set aside time for definite Bible study 
and for prayer, so that we may give God 
the opportunity to teach us those things 
that shall enrich our lives and shall en- 
able us to put to the best use the educa- 
tion and training we have had, and above 
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all that shall help us to know him, whom 
to know is life eternal (John 17:3). 


ve 
Paul reminds us, you will remember, 
that “whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learn- 
ing, that we through patience and com- 
fort of the scriptures might have hope” 
(Rom. 15:4). Life is going to be a 
serious and challenging engagement. If 
we are fortunate enough to find em- 
ployment soon, it will call forth all our 
energies and resources. Each of us needs 
the instruction and comfort and the 
guidance of the Scriptures in order that 
we may stand true against the many 
onslaughts of the Enemy. If there must 
be a time of waiting before we shall find 
employment, here again we need the 
safeguarding of the Scriptures lest we 
fall into idle or vicious habits and un- 

disciplined practices. 

4 


The Lord Jesus’ call to us is to “take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of me” 
(Matt. 11:29). Some of us have found 
in school that there is a difficult way 
of learning as well as an easy one: 
When we will not discipline ourselves 
and learn the easy way, it is sometimes 
necessary for others to discipline’ us 
and then we learn in the hard way. 
The Lord Jesus would have us fellow- 
ship with him daily, so that we might 
learn the lessons of life in the easier 
way. This fellowship comes from yield- 
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ing ourselves to his will, and earnestly 
seeking day by day to know what he 
would have us do. 

Many of our griefs and difficulties we 
bring down upon our own heads be- 
cause we will not follow his way, but 
insist upon having our own. Jong ago 
a wise man said, “Be ye not as the 
horse, or as the mule, which have no 
understanding: whose mouth must be 
held in with bit and bridle, lest they 
come near unto thee. Many sorrows 
shall be to the wicked: but he that 
trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall com- 
pass him about” (Psa. 32:9, 10). God 
wants to guide us with his eye (Psa. 
32:8), but he cannot do so until we are 
looking at him through searching the 
Scriptures, and through our regular 
morning watch. If we fail to do this, 
he must guide us through the bit and 
bridle method, which is more painful 
and unpleasant. Let us learn his better 
ways. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Substitute Fund 


HERE are numbers of Christian peo- 

ple, especially young folks, who 
would like to attend a conference at 
America’s Keswick, at Keswick Grove, 
N. J., but who are unable to for finan- 
cial reasons. Others who have ex- 
perienced the blessing that comes from 
attending one or more of the conferences 
are often glad to contribute toward the 
Substitute Fund, to make it possible for 
others, as “substitutes,” to go to Kes- 
wick. Gifts for this Fund are especially 
needed to make it possible for college 
students and other young people to‘at- 
tend a conference. 

Those who would like to have a share 
in this worth-while ministry may send 
gifts to the Victorious Life Testimony, 
506 Commonwealth Building, 1201 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 
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Evening ...:.:..00 SPOR rena July 3 

WIP GOD os stsctewsesiocseeen July 4 
General .......... eosees July 8-16 
Ministers .......... eeeeee July 17-20 | 
Young People ............ July 22-30 
CR ons iS eee August 5-13 
Young People ......... August 19-27 
Labor Day .......... September 1-4 


Information concerning registra- 
tion, accommodations, and how to 
reach Keswick Grove, N. J., may be 
obtained from the Victorious Life 
Testimony, Room 506, Common- 
wealth Trust Building, Twelfth and 
Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia. 
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[ With the New Books 


An Introduction to the Life of Christ. 
By Rupert Clinton Foster. (Standard 
Publishing Co., Cincinnati, $2.) Stu- 
dents of the life of Christ will welcome 
this new book. While some of its mate- 
rial is information common to all “Intro- 
ductions” written from a conservative 
viewpoint, yet Mr. Foster’s book con- 
tains mahy chapters that represent a 
new and convincing approach to the 
problems of the Gospel records. Espe- 
cially significant, in this respect, is the 
chapter on the “Two-Source Theory.” 
The author examines this theory in a 
careful, scholarly manner, quoting freely 
from its liberal proponents, who have 
claimed that the “Gospel narratives... 
were copied from one another or from 
some common source or sources,” and 
shows the utter absurdity of this posi- 
tion. To seek to trace our Gospels back 
to some “Q” (source document) or to 
“Ur-Mark” (a hypothetical, abbreviated, 
earlier version of Mark’s Gospel which 
has never been found), is scientifically 
unsound, says the author, and he sum- 
mons many indisputable proofs to sup- 
port his contention, and to demolish ut- 
terly this strange theory. There are 
many other interesting and valuable 
chapters in the book, but this one chap- 
ter alone is enough to make Mr. Foster’s 
work of genuine value. 


Christ in Psalm CXIX. By A.: B. 
Prichard, D.D. (Bible House of Los An- 
geles, 927 S. Westmoreland Ave., Los 
Angeles, Calif., $1.) The picture of “the 
righteous man” presented in many of 
the Psalms finds its full realization only - 
in the life of the incarnate Son of God. 
Hence these Psalms could express the 
devotion and aspiration of God’s people, 
and at the same time describe the per- 
fect character of Him who was to come. 
Since the ideal thus presented is never 
reached, except in Christ, it is natural to 
expect to find many close resemblances 
between the details of the picture and 
the various aspects of our Lord’s earthly 
life. Nor is such an expectation dis- 
appointed, as this treatment of Psalm 119 
shows. 

In this little book a much-loved Cali- 
fornia pastor traces the portrait of the 
Messiah step by step through the longest 
of the Psalms. To many readers this in- 
spired poem has seemed to be merely 
a succession of unrelated expressions of 
loyalty to God’s Word. Dr. Prichard 
shows that it is an eightfold acrostic, 
picturing the One who lived a life free 
from sin, endured the “contradictions of 
sinners against himself,” and sorrowed 
not for himself but for others. With this 
fascinating treatment as a guide, one’s 
journey through the verses of the Psalm 
is a joyous experience, certain to result 
in a deepened spiritual life. 


The Dynamic of a Dream. The Life 
Story of Dr. W. B. Riley. By Marie 
Acomb Riley. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.50.) “There 
were giants in the earth in those days,” 
and so there are now, as knowledge of 
any one of Dr. Riley’s many-sided ac- 
tivities will abundantly attest. Born on 
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Kentucky soil a few days before the 
Civil War was declared, both time and 
place fostered the boy’s love of fight, a 
trait which college and seminary debat- 
ing societies developed amazingly! Pas- 
toral and married life began auspiciously 
at Bloomington, Ill., then moved shortly 
to the Calvary Baptist Church in Chi- 
cago, where the young preacher’s convic- 
tions, so often and positively voiced, put 
him down as “hopelessly orthodox.” The 
third and last move was to Minneapolis. 
Here the giant began to try his mettle, 
first on the worldly faction in his own 
church, and later against the city’s liquor 
interests. Evolution and Modernism 


- also challenged his daring tongue and 





pen, and to this day Dr. Riley continues 
a worthy champion of the Book and the 
Faith. His triple dream of authorship, 
of a great Bible School, and of a great 
church has been remarkably realized, — 
a mountain peak of spiritual success. 
Since God found such a man, others 
found him also and have rallied increas- 
ingly to his standard, thinking if not 
voicing the words of one of his deacons, 
— “Since you esteem your ministry after 
this manner, I’ll die for you, if need be !” 


The Prayer Life. By Andrew Murray. 
(Bible Institute Colportage Association, 
Chicago, paper, 35 cents.) Probably no- 
where in devotional literature could one 
find a more thorough grasp, or a more 
lucid treatment of the subject of prayer 
than in the works of Andrew Murray. 
Author of “The Secret of Adoration,” 
“The Secret of Intercession,” “With 
Christ in the School of Prayer,” and 
others, his messages have made their 
quickening, convicting, encouraging in- 
fluence felt in prayerful — and prayerless 
—hearts around the globe. Comes now 
a low-cost edition of “The Prayer Life,” 
a move that places within reach of ful- 
fillment the wish that must often have 
been voiced: “Oh, that every Christian 
might have a chance.to read Andrew 
Murray!” The book is divided into 
three parts: The Prayer-Life, The Inner 
Chamber, and The Deepest Secret of 
Pentecost. The first deals with founda- 
tional truth. The cause and cure of 
prayerlessness are taken up. The way of 
deliverance and victory is made plain. 
The ministry of the Holy Spirit is rev- 
erently and capably taught. The second 
section has to do with method—the 
when and how of prayer. The conclud- 
ing part goes deep into the very nature 
of Christian truth, and shows the cross 
as central in every normal relationship 
of the Christian life. 
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A Strange Judgment on David 
(Continued from page 379) 


without price,” God promises those who 
hear and accept his invitation, “your 
soul shall live; and I will make an ever- 


« lasting covenant with you, EVEN THE SURE 
_ MERCIES OF Davin” (Isa. 55:1-3). 


In the New Testament we are told in 
one of the divinely inspired sermons of 
the apostle Paul that, when God raised 
up David to be king of Israel, he “gave 
testimony, and said, I have found David 


- the son of Jesse, a man after mine own 
heart, which shall fulfill all my will. Of 


this man’s seed hath God according to 
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his promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, 
Jesus” (Acts 13:22, 23). 

And in one of the great New Testa- 
ment passages declaring salvation for 
lost sinners by faith, another penitential 
psalm of David is quoted. We are saved 
not by works but by faith, for “to him 
that worketh not, but believeth on him 
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness. Even as Da- 
vid also describeth the blessedness of 
the man, unto whom God imputeth right- 
eousness without works, saying, Blessed 
are they whose iniquities are forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered. Blessed is 
the man to whom the Lord will not im- 
pute sin” (Rom. 4:5-8). 

And in the face of all this and much 
more Scripture, in which God declares 
innumerable and infinite ‘blessings to 
mankind through his chosen servant and 
king, David, a professedly Christian min- 
ister insists, not once but repeatedly, 
that “it would have been far better if 
David had never been born”! Strange 
things are being preached in. Christian 
pulpits in these strange last days when 
men “shall turn away their ears from 
the truth” (2 Tim. 4:4), but this is one 
of the strangest THE SunpAy ScHOOL 
Times has yet heard. May God grant 
that this strangely deceived pastor may 
know for himself the fullness of the joy 
of forgiven sin. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


June 12 to 18 


Mon.—1 Timothy 1:1-4. A Letter of Instruction. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “So do.” Paul 
gives us here an inspired word on min- 
isterial conduct. What he says are com- 
mandments of the Lord. They fitted 
Timothy’s need; and they are for us, too, 
a heavenly classic on Christian life and 
labor. “So do” applies to all engaged in 
the. service of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Pray for Christ’s Home for Boys and 
Girls, Warminster, Pa. 
Tues.—1 Timothy 6:11-16. 
A Word of Exhortation. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Keep this com- 


mandment without spot.” We must 
know “this commandment” before we 
can keep it. Well known, it can be 
well done. Garments can be “spotted 


by the flesh” and service “spotted” 
with self-will. Doing the will of 
God from the heart insures our being 
“unrebukable” at the appearing of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Pray for the North 
Africa Mission, 34 Bisham Gardens, 
Highgate, London. . 
Wed.—2 Timothy 1:3-14. 
A Message of Encouragement. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have remem- 
brance of thee in my prayers.” Paul’s 
prayers were not casual prayers. They 
were “night and day” remembrances. 
The prayerful are courteous. Paul, the 
world’s busiest missionary, took time to 
pray for his brothers and sisters. Pray 
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for the Fundamental Evangelistic Asso- 
ciation, 205 N. Union Avenue, Los An- 
geles, Calif. 
Thurs.—Titus 1:1-6. Fatherly Counsel. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Mine own son 
after the common faith.” Spiritual chil- 
dren bring joy to Christian hearts and 
to the angels in Heaven. Paul had nu- 
merous and beloved “sons” in the faith. 
Those whom we are used to bring into 
the Kingdom of God by the lively faith 
of the Gospel will be our best consola- 
tion in the Church, and will profit most 
from our lives and labors. Pray for the 
Rural Bible Crusade, 410 E. Illinois 
Street, Wheaton, Ill. 


Fri.—Philemon 1-7, 21, 22. An Epistle of Love. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “For love’s sake” 
(v. 9). See how this epistle is filled 











Maintain Attendance! 


Fee een neato ae RR SRNR ay 


Order Your 
Summer 
Supply of 
Cards 
and Seals 
Now ! 





Christ Blessing Children 


No. CARD 
7 Airplanes 
72 Baby Chickens 72 Baby Chickens 
73 Bunny Rabbits 73 Bunny Rabbits 
74 Butterflies o 34 Butterflies 
75 Christ Blessin 5-B Boys 
the Little Children #75-G Girls 
= i Tree 5G pan dies 
Brody: 4 pies 
B Faster Morning 7 Easter Lilies 
2p The First Easter & Sh — Lilies 
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No. SEAL 
7 Airplanes 


The Good Shepherd 
8x Kittens 81 Kittens 
82 Little ,Bo-Peep 82 Shee 
83 Noah’s Ark 83 helmets (assorted) 
84 eer Ponies Hy Ponies 
uirrel 85 Squirrels 
Pt Turkey Turkeys 
*For No. 


Christ ogee | the Little Children) Boy 
seals and Girl seals are packed separately, 100 to the 
package. Specify which is wanted. 


CARDS: 30 cents per dozen 
SEALS: 15 cents per package of 100 


State Name and Number of Designs when ordering 


Coxressury Press e NASHVILLE 
At Your Religious Supply House 











JUST 
OUT! 


New and com- 
pact collection of 
familiar songs and 
choruses to which 
new material has 











been added. A 

small, handy book 

for all uses. 

IDEAL FOR 
SUMMER 

GATHERINGS 

Just the thing for 

Evangelistic Meet- 
ings, Summer Conferences, and Rallies. 

88 numbers, heavy manila covers 
Price ONLY 30c each 
$22.50 per 100 — not prepaid 
ORDER TODAY FROM 
ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 
815 Franklin St., Dept. S.S. Grand Rapids, Mich. 
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J Refreshingly DIFFERENT! — 


This will aptly describe your vacation this summer if you spend it at Canada’s 
Keswick at Ferndale, on beautiful Lake Rosseau, in the heart of Ontario’s famed 
Muskoka Lakes district. It is just 135 miles north of Toronto, and within easy 
motoring distance of many U. S. A. points. 


OPEN CONTINUOUSLY, JUNE 24 to SEPTEMBER 16, 1939 


Outstanding Bible teachers; missionaries from many lands. At Keswick you 
will find also Cegpy Christian fellowship, lovely scenery, varied recreation for 
Younes and old, appetizing meals, excellent dation, andr ble rates. 
ome for the vacation with a blessing. 
Our illustrated folder ‘‘ The Keswick Call’’ is yours for the asking. Early 

reservations are advised. Write us or your nearest representative : 

CHICAGO: Hubert J. Higgins, 6239 Newark Avenue 

DETROIT: Ray M. Lewis, 3441 Chatsworth Avenue 

CLEVELAND: Eari C. Helfrick, 12406 Osceola Avenue 

PHILADELPHIA : Dr. Leo McCabe Johnson, 831 N. 41st Street 
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Canadian KESWICK. Conference 
Room 319, 366 Bay Street TORONTO, CANADA 











David C. Cook 


















S T Summer 


0 0 Attendance 
B with 


David C. Cook Story Papers 


‘These popular Sunday-school story pa- 
pers always help to maintain attendance 
through summer months because of | 
their strong youth appeal. Every teach- 
er and superintendent can take advan- 
tage of their unique appeal to bolster 
summer attendance. 


Half-price Trial 


If your school has not used these fine 
papers, you may try them for six 
months at only half the regular price. 
This get-acquainted offer brings the 
publications to you at a price so low 
that no school need be without them. 
Send the coupon today. 


DAVID.C. COOK PUBLISHING COMPANY 
28G LINCOLN STREET ELGIN, ILLINOIS 


Please send me free sample and half-price 
offer for classes in the ................ ag@ group. 
Name 





St. Address, Box or R. BR. 








— 





City... State... 


Sunday Soh , 
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brimful of Christian kindness, benevo- 
lence, wisdom, and confidence. Courtesy 
is a fragrant flower of grace. Love melts 
and persuades; obligation holds back 
those we seek to win for Christ. Souls 
are drawn by love; they are never driven 
by the law. Pray for Student Foreign 
Missions Fellowship, Bible College, Co- 
lumbia, S. C. 


Sat.—1 Timothy 4:6-16. A Warning. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Take heed unto 
thyself, and unto the doctrine.” Watch 
yourself, and be careful of your teach- 
ing. What you are will largely deter- 
mine the success of your teaching. 
“Adorn” the doctrine with good Chris- 
tian behavior. “Take heed unto thyself, 
and unto the doctrine; continue in them: 
for in doing this thou shalt both save 
thyself, and them that hear thee” (v. 
16). Pray for Home Evangelistic Alli- 
ance, 412 S. Hoyne Avenue, Chicago. 


Sun.—2 Timothy 2:11-15. A Worthy Goal. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Approved unto 
God.” Undoubtedly more Christians will 
be reproved at the judgment seat of 
Christ than will be “approved.” Multi- 
tudes will be “ashamed .. . at his com- 
ing” (1 John 2:28). Many members of 
Christian churches will have deep “grief” 
in that day when their ministers turn 
in their reports of the deportment of 
their charges. Aim to be “accepted of 
him.” Pray for the Negro Scripture Mis- 
sion, 712 Third Street, St. Petersburg, 
Fla. 


The Sunday Sool Cimes 
President and Publisher 


Editor and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 








Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.15—Five or more copies; either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 5@ cents for postage. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by special ~ 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. om 

75 cents—One or more copies to 
individual addresses, 75 cents each, 
per year. = 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in-a 
package to only one address, 52 
cents each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
825 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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